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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
January 24, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Avedisian, John Bazzano, Richard 

Bush, Donald Currey, David Drake, Joan Gentile, Allen Hoffman, Alvin 
Taylor, Calixto Torres and District Chairman William DiBella (11) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Dominic Pane and Bhupen Patel (2)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Gale, James Healy, Byron Lester, Maureen Magnan, 

and James Woulfe (5) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jean Holloway  

Commissioner Jackie Mandyck (Remote Attendance) 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer / Director of Finance 
Sue Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology (Remote Attendance)  
Jamie Harlow, Director of Human Resources (Remote Attendance) 

Allen King, Real Estate Administrator (Remote Attendance) 
Diana Phay, Treasury Manager (Remote Attendance) 
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer  
Victoria Escoriza, Executive Assistant 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Hoffman at 3:05 PM 
 
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

The Bureau of Public Works held a moment of silence, in remembrance of Richard Vicino, 
former BPW Chairman, who recently passed away.  
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 

 
ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON 

 
Chairman Hoffman called for the election of the Vice Chairperson.  Commissioner 

Bazzano placed Commissioner Calixto Torres’ name in nomination and the nomination 
was duly seconded. 
   

There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed.  Commissioner 
Calixto Torres was elected Vice Chairperson of the Bureau of Public Works for 2023. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, the 
meeting minutes of November 14, 2022 were approved.  

 
 

SEWER BACKUPS AND STREET FLOODING IN HARTFORD  
 

Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer, provided an update on sewer backups and street 
flooding in Hartford.  

 
Commissioner Magnan entered the meeting remotely at 3:18 PM  

 
Commissioner Adil entered the meeting at 3:26 PM  

 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Judy Allen, of West Hartford, shared her experience with a collapsed sewer lateral and having 
to replace the full length of the pipe.  She stated this is very expensive for low income 

homeowners.   
 

Edith Pestna, of Hartford, asked what recourse Ms. Lewis has regarding the sewer backup at 
her property  

 
 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS & QUESTIONS  
 

Commissioner Taylor stated that he wants to make sure that the MDC is not a guarantor for 
sewer flooding issues.  

 
District Chairman DiBella stated that the MDC previously looked at insurance for sewer laterals 

and stated this may warrant looking into it again. 
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Commissioner Currey asked if we provided pictures or documentation to Ms. Lewis to possibly 

assist her in getting a refund from the plumber she hired.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:19 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    March 1, 2023   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
REGULAR MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
March 1, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Bazzano, Richard Bush, Donald 

Currey, David Drake, John Gale, Joan Gentile, James Healy, Allen 
Hoffman, Dominic Pane, Pasquale Salemi, Alvin Taylor, Calixto Torres, 
James Woulfe and District Chairman William DiBella (15) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: (0)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Avedisian, Byron Lester, Maureen Magnan, Bhupen 

Patel and David Steuber (5) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jean Holloway (Remote Attendance) 

Commissioner Jackie Mandyck (Remote Attendance) 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer / Director of Finance (Remote Attendance) 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology (Remote Attendance)  
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
Diana Phay, Treasury Manager (Remote Attendance) 
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Carrie Blardo, Executive Assistant to the CEO (Remote Attendance) 
Victoria Escoriza, Executive Assistant 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Wayne Brelsford, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Hoffman at 4:05 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
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APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Currey and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of January 24, 2023 were approved. Commissioner Healy 

abstained. 
 

 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
BERLIN DEMING ROAD PUMP STATION MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on March 1, 2023 
 
The District and the Town of Berlin entered into a Satellite Sewer Agreement in January 1968.  
This agreement provided the basis for the conveyance of wastewater from portions of Rocky 
Hill and Newington wastewater to the Mattabassett District WPCF via local sewers in Berlin.   
This was required due to the natural topography of this area, and the desire to convey 
wastewater to a treatment facility with minimal pumping.   The agreement also provided the 
basis for the District’s responsibilities with respect to operations and maintenance (O&M) costs 
and future capital costs of these sewer assets.    
 
One of the key such sewer assets is the Deming Road sewer pump station.   Due to aging 
assets and increasing O&M costs associated with this pump station, the Town of Berlin is 
proceeding with a construction project to replace this pump station.   District staff have 
reviewed and approved the final design documents for this construction project.   As such, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been developed to establish the roles and 
responsibilities of both the District and the Town of Berlin for the execution of this project 
through the cconstruction phase.   Costs are proportioned between the District and the Town 
based on available flow data at this time, with the intention that these flows can be reconciled 
at some routine basis, such as annually. 
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed agreement and has determined that approval of the 
agreement is in the best interests of the District.   
 
It is therefore RECOMMENDED that it be:  
  
VOTED:         That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 

passage of the following resolution: 
  
RESOLVED:  That the Bureau of Public Works of The Metropolitan District hereby 

recommends to the Board of Commissioners of The Metropolitan District 
the approval of the attached Memorandum of Understanding between The 
Metropolitan District and the Town of Berlin (hereinafter, the 
“Memorandum of Understanding”); and  

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That the Metropolitan District execute the Memorandum of Understanding 
in the form attached hereto; and  
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FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That Scott Jellison, as Chief Executive Officer of the Metropolitan District, 
is authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Memorandum of 
Understanding on behalf of The Metropolitan District and to do and 
perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the terms of the Service Agreement.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by Commissioner Currey and duly seconded, the 
report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of 

those present. 
 
 
 

712 CEDAR STREET, NEWINGTON 
ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on March 1, 2023 
 
 On February 10, 2023, Aaron Packard of Gold Coast Properties CT1, LLC, (“Gold 
Coast” or “Owner”) current owners of the above-referenced property (the “Property”), 
requested an amendment be made to the previously approved resolution to grant permission 
from The Metropolitan District (“MDC” or “District”) to encroach on the MDC’s existing twenty-
foot-wide (20’) sewer easement situated on the Property (the “Easement”) for the purpose of 
constructing and installing site improvements for and in connection with a proposed hotel 
development project.  This encroachment was previously approved by the BPW at a meeting 
held on June 9, 2021, the activities for which encroachment are shown on the attached map 
(the “Map,” and such BPW approval is hereinafter referred to as the “Prior Approval”).  This 
request is to extend the deadline for execution and recording of the encroachment agreement 
authorized under the Prior Approval because the Owner failed to so execute and record such 
agreement within the three (3) month deadline (from the completion of the sale of the Property 
to Owner) set forth in the Prior Approval.    
 

As previously approved, the proposed work has not changed and it entails: installing 
electrical and telecommunication lines, as well as a sanitary sewer lateral, gas service and 
water service within the Easement as shown on the Map (collectively, the “Improvements”). 
Eversource will require a fifteen-foot-wide (15’) easement (centered on these lines) which will 
overlap perpendicularly with the Easement (the “Eversource Easement”). The Sewer was built 
in 1994 and the Easement was acquired by the MDC through the MDC Capital Improvement 
Project known as “724 Cedar Street, Newington” and filed on the Newington land records in 
Volume 986, at Page 71. 

 
MDC staff has concluded that the Improvements are minor and that there will be no 

detriment to the Sewer as a result, provided all the terms and conditions for these 
Improvements set forth in the Prior Approval and this resolution are complied with by Owner 
and any other party authorized by Owner to perform such Improvements. 
 
 A formal encroachment agreement shall be executed between Gold Coast and MDC, 
consistent with current practice involving similar requests, and filed on the Town of Newington 
land records.  
 
 It is RECOMMENDED that it be 
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VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 
passage of the following resolution: 

 
RESOLVED: That the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the District Board be authorized to 

execute an agreement, subject to: (i) all the terms and conditions for the 
Improvements in the Prior Approval, which terms and conditions are 
hereby incorporated into and made a part of this resolution, as well as: (ii) 
approval of form and content by District Counsel, granting permission to 
Gold Coast Properties CT1, LLC to encroach upon the MDC’s existing 
twenty-foot-wide (20’) sanitary sewer easement situated on the Property in 
order to: (i) perform the work for the Improvements in connection with the 
planned redevelopment of the Property as shown on plans submitted by 
VHB, Proposed Hotel Development, Fenn Road & Cedar Street, 
Newington, Connecticut, Utility Plan C-4 and (ii) maintain, repair and 
replace such Improvements, provided that the District shall not be held 
liable for any cost or damage of any kind from the present and in the 
following years as a result of any encroachment authorized hereby, and 
further provided that such agreement shall not be effective until fully 
executed by The Metropolitan District and Gold Coast Properties CT1, 
LLC, and recorded on the Newington land records.  In the event that such 
full execution and recording does not occur within three (3) months of the 
date of this resolution, then such resolution shall be null and void, and of 
no further force and effect. 

 
 

    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
    Scott W. Jellison 
    Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, the report 
was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 

RECENT EPA INSPECTION 
 

Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison discussed the recent EPA inspection, explaining to 
Commissioners that the planned EPA visit was scheduled prior to recent news reports about 
Hartford street flooding. The EPA representatives reviewed compliance and financial aspects 
of the EPA Consent Decree and Connecticut DEEP Consent Order. The MDC is awaiting a 

report by EPA about the visit.  
 

SEWAGE SLUDGE INCINERATORS 
 

Director of Facilities Tom Tyler updated the Bureau on sewage sludge incinerators, including 
sludge revenue, and recent testing resulting in 100% compliance on all pollutants. He informed 

the Bureau that, with all results being below the 75% pollutant limit, the District will have the 
ability to seek a waiver for the EPA required testing for a two-year period. 
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680 FRANKLIN AVE HARTFORD PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison and District Counsel Christopher Stone discussed a 
potential additional $25,000 cost to the District to install futsal courts instead of the previously 

agreed upon basketball courts as part of a Memorandum of Understanding to replace the 
former tennis courts at 680 Franklin Ave, Hartford.  

 
COMMISSIONER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison informed the Bureau that there were many items coming 

to future agendas including metering sewer only customers in Farmington, Significant 
Industrial User/Miscellaneous Industrial User permits, the North Hartford watershed study, and 

sewer ordinances changes related to the NPDES permits. 
 

Commissioner Salemi requested that Commissioners be provided access to the GIS system 
as they did in the past. 

 
Commissioner Torres informed the Bureau and staff of a conversation he had with a member 
of the Hartford Flood Commission who was unaware of the issues regarding the North Branch 
of the Park River and Commissioner Torres wondered what kind of authority the Hartford Flood 
Commission has over dredging the river. He also asked to look at replacing catch basins that 

are safer for bicyclists as member towns move toward more bike accessible lanes.  
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:11 PM 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 

John S. Mirtle    April 24, 2023   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
April 24, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners John Avedisian, Richard Bush, John Gale, Joan Gentile, 

Allen Hoffman, Dominic Pane, Alvin Taylor, Calixto Torres, James Woulfe 
and District Chairman William DiBella (10) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Andrew Adil, Donald Currey, Byron Lester, Bhupen Patel 

and David Steuber (5)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Bazzano, David Drake, James Healy, Gary Johnson, 

Maureen Magnan and Pasquale Salemi (6) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jean Holloway  

Commissioner Diane Lewis 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology (Remote Attendance)  
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Dylan Pecego, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hoffman at 5:06 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Independent Consumer Advocate Joseph Szerejko spoke regarding item #7 Referral of 
Ordinance Re: Private Property Sewer Connection Rodding or Repair to Committee on MDC 

Government. He was concerned about the language in S3u that stated that the property owner 
was ultimately responsible for determining if repair is timely. 

 
 

Commissioner Patel entered the meeting remotely at 5:10 PM. 
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APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 
On motion made by Commissioner Currey and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of March 1, 2023 were approved. Commissioner Healy abstained. 

 
 

Commissioner Woulfe entered the meeting at 5:11 PM. 
 

 

VETERAN’S TERRACE PHASE 3, EAST HARTFORD 
ABANDONMENT OF SANITARY SEWERS 

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on April 24, 2023 
 
 On March 3, 2023, the District received a letter from Salvatore R. Carabetta of 
Veteran’s Terrace Communities III LLC, Owner and Developer of Veteran’s Terrace Phase 3, 
requesting that the Metropolitan District abandon the existing 8-inch sanitary sewer within the 
former Columbus Street Extension right of way in East Hartford, as shown on the 
accompanying map.  The purpose of the request is to enable the construction of a new 
residential development known as Veteran’s Terrace Phase 3. 
 
 The proposal submitted includes the abandonment of approximately 320 feet of 8-inch 
cast iron sanitary sewer, as shown on the aforementioned map. The Developer intends to 
install new sanitary sewer lateral connections to the existing sewers in Columbus Street and in 
adjacent private lands, thereby not requiring the use of these sewers.  The existing sanitary 
sewer was originally constructed through a Developer’s Permit Agreement between the East 
Hartford Housing Authority and the MDC in 1957 within the public right of way, therefore no 
easement exists. 
 
 From an engineering standpoint, the abandonment of the existing sanitary sewer will not 
have a negative impact on the sewer collection system, and no hardship or detriment would be 
imposed on others.  All new connections and services to the new buildings constructed as part 
of this project will utilize the existing utilities in Columbus Street and adjacent private lands. 
 
 It is therefore RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board passage of 

the following resolution: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the District Board be authorized to 
execute the abandonment of the existing sanitary sewers on Columbus Street 
Extension, property formerly of the Town of East Hartford, as shown on the 
accompanying map. 

  
 
 
 Respectively submitted, 
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 Scott W. Jellison 
 Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by Commissioner Torres and duly seconded, the 
report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of 

those present. 
 

99 VAN BLOCK AVENUE, HARTFORD MLK APARTMENTS 
RELEASE OF RIGHT-OF-WAY AND ABANDONMENT OF SANITARY SEWERS 

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on April 24, 2023 
 
 On March 9, 2023, the District received a letter from Will Walter, P.E., of Benesch on 
behalf of MLK Cooperative, Inc., (the “Owner”) and Developer of Martin Luther King 
Apartments located at 99 Van Block Avenue in Hartford (the “Property”), requesting that the 
Metropolitan District abandon and release the existing sanitary sewers and easements within 
the Property, as shown on the accompanying map.  The purpose of the request is to enable 
the construction of a new residential development. 
 
 The Developer intends to install new sanitary laterals to serve the proposed buildings 
within the development to existing sewers located in Van Block Avenue and Luis Ayala Lane, 
thereby not requiring the use of the onsite sanitary sewers. The original easement was 
acquired by the Metropolitan District from the Van Block Housing Corporation through a 
Developer’s Permit-Agreement in May, 1969. 
 
 From an engineering standpoint, the release of the requested easements and 
abandonment of the sanitary sewers will not have a negative impact on the District’s sewer 
system, and no hardship or detriment would be imposed on others.   
 
 It is therefore RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board passage of 

the following resolution: 
 

RESOLVED: That the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the District Board be authorized to 
execute the release of the existing sanitary sewer easements and discontinued 
sanitary sewers on property owned by MLK Cooperative, Inc., as shown on the 
accompanying map and as recorded in the City of Hartford land records in 
Volume 1229, Pages 279-281.  The release shall be subject to approval by 
District Counsel as to form and content. 

 
 
 Respectively submitted, 
 
  
 
 
 Scott W. Jellison 
 Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, the report 
was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 

1 TUNXIS AVENUE & 6 MOUNTAIN AVENUE, BLOOMFIELD 
NEW PROSSER LIBRARY 

ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 
 
 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on April 24, 2023 
 
 In a letter dated February 10, 2023, Mr. Rock Emond, Associate Civil Engineer of SLR 
International, Inc., on behalf of the Town of Bloomfield, owner of the above-referenced 
property (“Owner”), has requested permission from The Metropolitan District (“MDC” or 
“District”) to encroach on the MDC’s existing 20-foot-wide Bloomfield Trunk Sewer easement 
or right-of-way, encompassing an existing 24-inch sanitary trunk sewer and its appurtenant 
infrastructure (collectively, the “Sewer”), situated on the Property (“ROW”) for the purpose of 
constructing and installing site improvements for and in connection with the construction of the 
new Prosser Library building (the “Project”). 
 

The proposed work for the Project entails (i) excavation and removal of up to two feet of 
fill, (ii) removal of pavement and curbing, (iii) installation of two 6-inch sanitary sewer lateral 
connections to the Sewer, (iv) installation of stormwater system infrastructure (12-inch HDPE 
pipe), and (v) the installation of an overhead pedestrian bridge all within such ROW as shown 
on the accompanying maps (collectively, the “Improvements”). The proposed storm piping will 
be installed above the Sewer with a minimum of three feet of vertical clearance between this 
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Sewer and such piping. The overhead bridge will be installed with a minimum of twelve (12) 
feet of vertical clearance over the surface level of the ROW and all supports and footings will 
be located outside of the ROW. The Sewer was built in 1961. 

 
MDC staff has concluded that the Improvements are minor and that there will be no 

detriment to the Sewer as a result, provided Owner enters into and executes an encroachment 
agreement with the MDC, whereby Owner complies with the following conditions and other 
conditions required hereby.  
 
 Owner has agreed to the following conditions in order to satisfy the District’s concerns 
for protection of the Sewer located within the Property and to maintain accessibility along the 
length of the MDC’s ROW: 

 
1. Care must be taken during the performance of work for the Improvements or any 

maintenance, repair or replacement of the same not to disturb the Sewer.  All heavy 
construction equipment and materials must be located outside of the limits of the 
ROW when not in use.  Any earth moving equipment that will be utilized on the ROW 
over and adjacent to the Sewer shall be reviewed and approved by District staff prior 
to mobilization to the site. Any damage to the Sewer caused by any construction, 
maintenance, repair, replacement or associated activities by or on behalf of Owner 
within the ROW shall be the responsibility of the Owner. 

 
2. No additional permanent improvements, other than the proposed Improvements, 

shall be located within the ROW. 
 

3. The District reserves the right to remove Improvements within the ROW at any time 
if so required for maintenance, repair or replacement of the Sewer. Owner shall bear 
any additional maintenance, repair or replacement costs necessitated by the 
presence of Improvements within the ROW, including any such costs incurred by the 
District. 

 

4. In the event of a sewer emergency caused by the proposed excavation described 
above, the Owner shall provide, install, operate and remove, at the Owner’s 
expense, an appropriately sized bypass pump and appurtenances. 

 

5. An MDC or MDC hired-consultant inspector must be on the job site whenever work 
is being performed within the ROW, and Owner shall be responsible for the cost and 
expense of such inspector.  Any construction of the Improvements as well as any 
subsequent construction, maintenance, repair or replacement of the Improvements 
shall conform to District standards and 48-hours advance notice must be given to 
the District and a preconstruction meeting shall be held prior to commencing any 
such activities within the ROW, except in the case of an emergency, in which case 
notice must be provided to the District as soon as practicable. Such inspector shall 
have the unilateral right to halt performance of any such work in the event the 
integrity of the Sewer is in any way threatened as determined by such inspector in 
his or her sole and absolute discretion. 
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6. The Owner shall perform a CCTV inspection, witnessed by an MDC inspector, of the 
Sewer in the areas of the construction prior to and upon completion of backfilling and 
restoration of the excavated areas. The videos will be delivered to the District for the 
purposes of assessing the pre- and post-activity condition of the Sewer. 

 

7. The Owner shall maintain the District’s standard form of insurance as stipulated in 
the MDC’s most current Guidance Manual for Developers’ Permit Agreements, 
which insurance shall remain in force and effect during the performance of any work 
with in the ROW pursuant to the encroachment contemplated herein. 

 
 

Staff has reviewed this request and considers it feasible, subject to the terms and 
conditions herein. 
 

Accordingly, a formal written encroachment agreement shall be entered into and 
executed by the Owner and the District, which agreement shall include the above conditions 
and any other conditions set forth herein, and filed on the Town of Bloomfield Land Records.  
 
 It is RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 

passage of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the District Board be 

authorized to execute an agreement, with the above conditions and 
subject to approval of form by District Counsel, granting permission 
to Owner to encroach upon the existing 20-foot sanitary sewer 
easement situated on the Property in order to: (i) perform the work 
for the Improvements in connection with the Project as shown on 
the plan submitted by SLR International, Inc., entitled “Figure 1 – 
Sewer Easement Utility Encroachment Bloomfield Public Library 
New Prosser Library 1 Tunxis Avenue Bloomfield, Connecticut,” 
dated September 29, 2022, revised 12/9/22 and 2/9/23, Sheet No. 
Fig. 1, and (ii) maintain, repair and replace such Improvements, 
provided that: (a) the District shall not be held liable for any cost or 
damage of any kind from the present and in the following years as 
a result of any encroachment authorized hereby, (b) Owner shall 
reimburse MDC for any attorney fees and other costs incurred by 
MDC in enforcing the encroachment agreement, and (c) such 
agreement shall not be effective until fully executed by the District 
and Owner, and recorded on the Bloomfield Land Records.  In the 
event that such full execution and recording does not occur within 
three (3) months of the date this resolution is passed by the District 
Board, then such resolution shall be null and void, and of no further 
force and effect. 
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    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
    Scott W. Jellison 
    Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by Commissioner Taylor and duly seconded, the report was 
received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 

REFERRAL OF ORDINANCE RE: PRIVATE PROPERTY SEWER CONNECTION RODDING 
OR REPAIR TO COMMITTEE ON MDC GOVERNMENT  

 
Chief Operating Officer Chris Levesque presented to the Bureau of Public Works on the 

proposed change of ordinance pertaining to private property sewer connection rodding or 
repair as shown below: 

 
SEC. S3c   CONNECTIONS TO SEWERS 
 
No person shall make any connection to any public sewer of the District or appurtenance 
thereof, or to any pipe or appurtenance discharging thereinto, or remove or disconnect any 
existing connection thereto, except as provided in this ordinance; provided, plumbing work 
and fixtures within buildings and similar structures may be built and connected as provided 



34 ■ April 24, 2023                      BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS    
  
 

by local or state plumbing codes, laws and regulations and by permits issued thereunder.  
For new house connections to the District’s sewer, the property owner may, at his or her 
election, request to participate in the District’s Sewer House Connection Program 
established by the Bureau of Public Works, as may be modified or amended from time to 
time. The Sewer House Connection Program provides property owners with the option to pay 
for a new house connection over time as part of their monthly water bill. 
 
The District may, in coordination with or as part of a District or member town’s capital 
improvement project, elect to replace or reline a property’s sewer house connection, 
including the portion on private property, at no cost to the property owner. 
 
 

SEC. S3s   MAINTENANCE OF SEWER CONNECTIONS 
 
All Maintenance of the entire length of sewer house connections on private property shall be 
maintained by, and at the expense of,remains the responsibility of the property owner, 
subject to Section S3i.  When a sewer house connection is in need of replacement or lining, 
or for a new house connection to the District’s sewer, When maintenance on an existing 
sewer house connection is needed, the property owner may at his or her election, request to 
participate in the District’s sewer Sewer installation House Connection program Program as 
established by the Bureau of Public Works, as may be modified or amended from time to 
time.  If the requirements of the Sewer House Connection Program are met, the District, or 
its contractor, will repair, replace or line an existing sewer house connection at no cost to 
the Property Owner. If the property owner chooses to not participate in the District’s 
program, all maintenance expenses are borne by the property owner. The sewer installation 
program provides property owners with the ability to pay for house connection replacement, 
lining or installation over time as part of their monthly water bill. 
 

SEC. S3t   SEWER STOPPAGES 
 
In the event of complaint regarding a sewer stoppage, the District will ascertain if the main 
sewer is clear, and if not, any stoppages blockages therein will be relieved as quickly as 
possible. 
 
If the main (public) sewer is found by the District to be clear, the Owner will be so informed 
and the Owner shall may then, at his/her own expense, employ a licensed plumber, 
reputable cleaner or licensed drain layer to clear any stoppage in the sewer house 
connection. 
 
If the licensed plumber, licensed drain layer or reputable sewer cleaner finds that the 
stoppage is within the sewer house connection located within the public street, and that the 
stoppage cannot be cleared by power rodding or snaking, the licensed plumber, licensed 
drain layer or reputable sewer cleaner shall inform the District. 
 
If upon investigation by the District forces, the stoppage is found in the portion of the sewer 
house connection located in the public street and the stoppage is of such nature that it 
could not have been cleared by power rodding or snaking, the condition will be corrected by 
the District or the District's contractor without additional charge to the Owner. 
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If, however, it is found that the stoppage could have been cleared by power rodding or 
snaking and is not due to faulty condition (disrepair) of the sewer house connection located 
within the public street, the Owner will be so informed and shall pay to the District the 
expense incurred by the District.  The bill for such expense shall be paid promptly, and 
failure to do so shall result in the District taking such action as it deems appropriate. 
 
Alternatively, the Owner may request to participate in the District’s Sewer House 
Connection Program established by the Bureau of Public Works, as may be modified or 
amended from time to time.  If the requirements of the Sewer House Connection Program 
are met, the District or its contractor will power rod the house connection to clear a 
blockage at no cost to the Owner, if applicable.  If repair, replacement or relining the sewer 
house connection is required, the District or its contractor will perform the work at no cost 
to the Owner.  If the Owner elects to participate in the Sewer House Connection Program, 
the District will make reasonable efforts to clear the blockage in a timely manner and notify 
the Owner of the anticipated schedule of repair.  The Owner shall be the party ultimately 
responsible for determining whether the anticipated schedule for maintenance/repair under 
the Sewer House Connection Program will resolve any blockages or other issues in the sewer 
house connection in a timely manner to avoid potential future damage as a result of the 
condition of the sewer house connection.  Prior to any cleaning or repair being performed 
under the Sewer House Connection Program, the Owner shall, in writing: (1) authorize the 
District or its contractor to perform work on and within the sewer house connection 
including on private property; (2) acknowledge that by performing the work the District does 
not assume ownership of, or have a continued obligation to maintain, the sewer house 
connection; and (3)  release the District from liability for future potential damages arising 
from, or related to, the timeliness or scheduling of any planned repair work and damages 
that may occur as a result of the condition of the sewer house connection prior to 
performance of the work by the District or its contractor.  
  
Where necessary, the District will repair or renew from the main sewer to the street line 
(property line) any sewer house connection at no cost to the Owner. 
 
It is to be understood that maintenance of the house connection as defined herein is entirely 
the Owner's responsibility. 
 

 

SEC. S3u REPAIR OF HOUSE CONNECTIONS CAUSING STREET CAVITIES 
 
Whenever the District is informed or learns that a cavity, depression or other abnormality in 
the public street is or may be caused by disrepair in the condition of the public sewer or 
house connection, the District will ascertain if the public sewer or the sewer house 
connection within the public street right of way is the cause of the street cavity, depression 
or other abnormality. 
 
If the District determines that such cavity within the public street is caused or contributed 
to by disrepair the condition of the in the public sewer or by disrepair in the sewer house 
connection within the said streetthe public right of way, the District shall proceed to 
excavate and make the necessary repairs or have its contractor do so. 
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If, it should beas determined by the District that: (1) disrepair of a sewer house connection 
in private lands is the cause of any cavity, depression or other abnormality within the public 
streetright of way; or (2) that any disrepair exists inthe condition of the sewer house 
connection located in private lands, which disrepair allows or may allow the discharge of 
excluded or non-permissible wastes to the public sewer; or that any house connection is not 
being properly maintained; the Owner may request to participate in the District’s Sewer 
House Connection Program established by the Bureau of Public Works, as may be modified or 
amended from time to time.  If the requirements of the Sewer House Connection Program 
are met, the District or its contractor will power rod the house connection to clear a 
blockage at no cost to the Owner, if applicable.  If repair, replacement or relining the sewer 
house connection is required, the District or its contractor will perform the work at no cost 
to the Owner.  If the Owner elects to participate in the Sewer House Connection Program, 
the District will make reasonable efforts to clear the blockage in a timely manner and notify 
the Owner of the anticipated schedule of repair.  The Owner shall be the party ultimately 
responsible for determining whether the anticipated schedule for maintenance/repair under 
the Sewer House Connection Program will resolve any blockages or other issues in the sewer 
house connection in a timely manner to avoid potential future damage as a result of the 
condition of the sewer house connection.  Prior to any cleaning or repair being performed 
under the Sewer House Connection Program, the Owner shall, in writing: (1) authorize the 
District or its contractor to perform work on and within the sewer house connection 
including on private property; (2) acknowledge that by performing the work the District does 
not assume ownership of, or have a continued obligation to maintain, the sewer house 
connection; and (3)  release the District from liability for future potential damages arising 
from, or related to, the timeliness or scheduling of any planned repair work and damages 
that may occur as a result of the condition of the sewer house connection prior to 
performance of the work by the District or its contractor. 
 

 
On motion made by Commissioner Woulfe and duly seconded, the Bureau of 
Public Works unanimously voted to refer the ordinance to the Committee on 

MDC Government for consideration for revisions. 
 

TOWN OF FARMINGTON SEWER METERING 
 

Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager, presented to the Bureau regarding the Farmington 
satellite sewer agreements and sewer metering. 

 
Commissioner Gale moved to accept the report. The report was accepted unanimously 

by the Bureau of Public Works. 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RE: NORTH HARTFORD STORMWATER AND 
SEWERSHED STUDY 

 
Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison updated the Bureau of Public Works about the Hartford 
MOU regarding North Hartford stormwater and sewershed study. CEO Jellison informed the 

Bureau that the MDC and City of Hartford have an agreement in principle to conduct a 
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drainage study of North Hartford to determine where the water is coming from before any 
action is taken to do sewer separations. 

 
District Chairman DiBella moved to accept the report. The report was accepted 

unanimously by the Bureau of Public Works. 
 
 

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING RE: METZNER PARK IMPROVEMENTS 
 

No action taken due to the MOU not being finalized. Chairman DiBella moved to postpone 
indefinitely. 

 
 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Commissioner Torres requested that staff send out information to Commissioners regarding 
how much land the MDC has acquired in Hartford. CEO Scott Jellison confirmed he had that 

information and would send it out to Commissioners. 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:23 PM 
 
ATTEST: 

 
 

John S. Mirtle    May 31, 2023   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
REGULAR MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
May 31, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners John Avedisian, Donald Currey, David Drake, Allen 

Hoffman, Gary Johnson, Byron Lester, Dominic Pane, Bhupen Patel, Alvin 
Taylor, James Woulfe and District Chairman William DiBella (11) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Andrew Adil, Richard Bush, Joan Gentile and Maureen   

Magnan (4)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Bazzano, John Gale, James Healy, Pasquale 

Salemi, David Steuber and Calixto Torres (6) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jean Holloway  
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel (Remote Attendance) 
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer 
Jamie Harlow, Director of Human Resources (Remote Attendance) 
Susan Negrelli, Director of Engineering 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology   
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Craig Scott, Manager of Environmental Health & Safety 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hoffman at 4:21 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
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APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Currey and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of April 24, 2023 were approved. 

 
 

Commissioner Pane entered the meeting at 4:37 PM. 
 

OUTREACH TO SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL USERS & MISCELLANEOUS 
INDUSTRIAL USERS 

 
 

Chief Operating Officer Chris Levesque presented on outreach to significant industrial users & 
miscellaneous industrial users. 
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SEWER CUSTOMER SERVICE CHARGE 
 

Chief Operating Officer Chris Levesque gave a presentation regarding the sewer customer 
service charge for sewer only customers. 
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MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER ORDINANCE 
 

Chief Operating Officer Chris Levesque gave a presentation on the municipal separate storm 
sewer ordinance. 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

District Chairman DiBella let staff and the Bureau know that we will need to bring back the 
North Hartford flooding issue and DEEP consent order modification to BPW, Board of Finance, 

then the District Board, once we have a response from DEEP. 
 

Commissioner Currey asked for clarification from Attorney Stone on the April 24, 2023 BPW 
minutes where S3c states “the District” and “a District” and whether those are both referring to 

Metropolitan District capital improvement projects. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:27 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    July 12, 2023   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
Wednesday, July 12, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners John Avedisian, Donald Currey, David Drake, John Gale, 

Allen Hoffman, Gary Johnson, Dominic Pane, Pasquale J. Salemi, David 
Steuber, Alvin Taylor and District Chairman William DiBella (11) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Andrew Adil, Joan Gentile and James Woulfe (3)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Bazzano, Richard Bush, James Healy, Byron Lester, 

Maureen Magnan, Bhupen Patel and Calixto Torres (7) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Peter Gardow (Remote Attendance) 
  Commissioner Jean Holloway  
  Commissioner Jacqueline Mandyck 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer 
Jamie Harlow, Director of Human Resources (Remote Attendance) 
Susan Negrelli, Director of Engineering 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology   
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Jeff King, Construction Manager 
Bill Pallis, Manager of Information Services 
Chris Taveras, Network Analyst  
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hoffman at 4:05 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Elizabeth Bryden of West Hartford read from her below written comments: 
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July 12, 2023 Comments for the Bureau of Public Works Special Meeting related to agenda item # 5 

“Consideration and Potential Action re: Sewer House Connection Program” 

Good evening, 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share my feedback on agenda item #5, the proposed Sewer House 

Connection Program. My name is Elizabeth Bryden and I am an MDC customer and home owner from West 

Hartford.  

On May 30, 2023 I shared my feedback on the proposed sewer ordinance revisions at the Public Hearing that was 

held and I attended Monday’s finance committee meeting as well. Today I’d like to briefly share some additional 

thoughts.   

I am glad to see the new program that is being proposed will offer some relief to homeowners should they need 

to make repairs to the sewer laterals on their own private property. However, as I commented previously, they 

do not currently address some of the other issues customers are facing especially as it relates to the issue of 

retroactivity and potential reimbursement for repairs that have already been made out of necessity. 

To illustrate my point, I’d like to briefly share the issue I am currently dealing with with my home. In January, 

2023, we had a sewage back-up into our home and called the MDC emergency line. They came out that night 

and explained the process to follow and also gave us the recommended contractors for repair. We arranged for 

an MDC-approved contractor to come out and assess the situation. 

We learned through the contractor and the MDC staff who came on site during this process was that our sewer 

line did not go to the street as many do, but it actually went down the hill behind our house and off our property, 

onto our neighbor’s property and into the woods behind their house before connecting to the main sewer line. A 

camera determined the line on our property was clear and the issue was some tree roots in the pipe in the woods 

behind my neighbor’s house. As a result of the back-up, we were not able to remain in our home for over a week, 

our finished basement now requires significant repair and our lawn was destroyed in several big areas due to the 

trucks and the stones needed to fix the situation. Ultimately a pipe had to be replaced in the woods on my 

neighbor’s property and it cost us $12,283. Our house and lawn have yet to be repaired and it is now almost 6 

months later. 

It is important to note that due to the way the pipe was structured, we had absolutely no access as homeowners 

to this pipe for maintenance or repair, nor was there any agreement in place. The proposed program doesn’t 

address situations like this one, where we were held responsible for pipes that are on someone else’s property 

and to which we had no access or authority over. 

In addition, the proposed Sewer House Connection Program currently does not address the issue of retroactivity 

and it should, as I’m sure there are others dealing with situations like mine. Related to this issue is the new fund 

announced by the Governor on June 26, 2023. As you know, the new Hartford Sewerage System Repair and 

Improvement Fund helps homeowners in North Hartford who have been impacted by sewage issues, which is 

great. As I understand it, this program allows homeowners who have been impacted by damage on or after 

January 1, 2021 to apply for reimbursement.  

Given that this new fund for Hartford residents allows for retroactive reimbursement, I believe the new Sewer 

House Connection program should also allow for this to help other MDC customers who have been affected by 

costly sewer issues and repairs.  I would like to again, respectfully request that language allowing retroactive 

reimbursement be added to the Sewer House Connection Program or, at a minimum, some language be added 

that allows for some retroactive reimbursement for unique situations, like my own. 
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I appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts today-thank you for your time. 

Elizabeth Bryden 

120 Sunny Reach Drive  

West Hartford, CT 

 
Independent Consumer Advocate Joseph Szerejko stated that he also supports retroactivity 

pertaining to Agenda Item #5 “Sewer House Connection Program.” 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, the 
meeting minutes of May 31, 2023 were approved. 

 
 

Commissioner Steuber entered the meeting at 4:16 PM 
 
 

MODIFICATION OF STATE OF CT DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION CONSENT ORDER #COWRMU22002 

 
 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on July 12, 2023 
 
On November 7, 2006 the District entered into Consent Order No. WC5434 with CT DEEP to 
implement actions to abate overflow from both sanitary and combined sewers throughout the 
District.  In December 2012, the District submitted a required Long-Term Combined Sewer 
Overflow Control Plan update to CT DEEP which was approved in April, 2015.  In 2012, the 
EPA developed an integrated planning framework that offered the opportunity for the regulated 
community to develop an integrated plan to meet multiple Clean Water Act requirements while 
also considering other infrastructure improvements and affordability issues, such as 
improvements to the District’s drinking water system and associated costs.  In 2019 the Water 
Infrastructure and Improvement Act became federal law and amended the Clean Water Act to 
include the integrated planning framework. In December 2018, per the Consent Order, the 
District submitted another update to its Long-Term Control Plan to CT DEEP. The update plan, 
titled Integrated Plan and Long-Term Control Plan (“2018 LTCP/IP”), incorporates an 
integrated planning concept and identifies the next iteration of actions with associated 
timelines for meeting the requirements of the CSO Control Policy and water quality standards.   
 
On September 19, 2022, the District and CT DEEP executed a new Consent Order to 
supersede the 2006 Consent Order No. WC5434.  CT DEEP determined that the 2018 
LTCP/IP constitutes a new program and approach to achieving the requirements of the CSO 
Control Policy and water quality standards, and as such the District is authorized to de-
authorize certain outstanding projects and associated outstanding bonds authorized to 
complete those projects delineated in the 2005 LTCP and the 2012 LTCP. Upon doing so, the 
first phase of the Clean Water Project, established under the LTCP and the 2012 LTCP was 
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concluded as to the de-authorized projects. On June 7, 2023, the District submitted a plan 
proposing revision to the actions and project schedule required by the 2022 Consent Order 
(#COWRMU22002) for the Integrated Plan Implementation Phase I.  This submittal proposes 
sewer mitigation projects within the public right-of-way and on private property, including 
private stormwater disconnections and house connections (“lateral”) repair or replacement.  
These revisions are being proposed to mitigate combined sewer overflows and to protect 
public health and safety in the communities with combined sewers.  CT DEEP proposed a 
Modification to Consent Order #COWRMU22002 to implement changes to the actions and 
project schedule of the consent order. 
 
It is RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 

passage of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Chief Executive Officer of The Metropolitan District, Scott W. 

Jellison, on behalf of the District, hereby is authorized, empowered and 
directed to execute the Consent Order #COWRMU22002 Modification with 
the State of Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental 
Protection. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Scott W. Jellison 

  Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, 

the report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote 
of those present. 

 
 
 

Commissioner Woulfe exited the meeting at 5:07 PM 
 
 
 
 
 

SEWER HOUSE CONNECTION PROGRAM 
 

To: Bureau of Public Works       July 12, 2023  
 
 In 2019, the District Board established a Sewer Lateral Installation Program to assist 
property owners with the cost to renew or install a sewer house connection to their property by 
paying the District the costs over time.  At the April 24, 2023 Bureau of Public Works meeting, 
the Bureau referred proposed ordinance revisions to the Committee on MDC Government 
related to changing District policy on the repair of sewer house connections on private 
property.  The proposed ordinance revisions do not eliminate the property owner’s ownership 
of, and maintenance responsibility for, the full length of the sewer house connection.  But, if 
implemented the revised ordinances would permit the District to perform sewer maintenance or 
repair work on the private property portion of the sewer house connection.  The Committee on 
MDC Government held a public hearing on the ordinance revisions on May 30, 2023.  In 
addition to the forthcoming change to District policy and ordinances regarding repair of sewer 
house connections on private property, Staff recommends the Sewer Lateral Installation 
Program be discontinued and a new Sewer House Connection Program (the “Program”) be 
established as described herein.  The Program will support new sewer house connections and 
address failing private property sewer house connections by allowing for the installation of new 
or renewed (i.e., replaced or rehabilitated) sewer house connections on private property to be 
funded by the District. 
   
 The benefit of renewing sanitary sewer house connections is a reduction in infiltration 
from private property (contributing to the goals of the Clean Water Program), more effective 
Customer Service/Operations involvement in renewing house connections extending onto 
private property, and reduction of potential private property backups caused by deteriorated 
house connections, root intrusion, etc.   
 

The Program includes five different scenarios, shown in the table below, based on a 
property owner’s needs.  Per MDC Sewer Ordinances § S1b, a sewer “house connection” is a 
pipe connecting a property to the main sewer.  A “lateral” is a capped pipe laid towards a 
property during the original construction of a main sewer for the purpose of a future house 
connection for the property. 

 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 
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Prior to acceptance into the Program, contracts and/or price quotes between the property 
owners and their contractor(s) must be submitted to Utility Services for review to verify the 
reasonableness of the scope of work and cost proposal.  The District reserves the right to deny 
any price proposal. Any increase in the price due to unforeseen circumstances must be 
approved by the District prior to funding.  The owner shall be bound to the terms of the written 
contract with contractor.    If the contractor requires a deposit, the property owner will be 
responsible to pay the contractor.  Monthly payments will be a separate line item on the water 
bill. There will be no pre-payment penalties. 
 
 
 

PROPERTIES NOT CURRENTLY CONNECTED TO MDC SEWER (Scenarios 1, 

2 & 3) 
 

For new house connection installations, the property owner will have the ability to hire a 
private contractor to install sewer house connections on private property and fund the entire 
new sewer connection cost (assessment plus construction costs), with reimbursement to the 
District by the property owner over time. Upon satisfactory completion of the work, the District 
will pay the property owner’s contractor for the cost of the work, up to $10,000, and the 
property owner will sign a voluntary lien and repay the District over time, including interest at 
the same rate as sewer assessments (6%).  The Program would offer property owners the 
ability to roll the installation costs of a new house connection into the property’s assessment 
and for property owners to pay for the installation of house connections as part of their monthly 
water bill. The Program would be limited to 6-inch house connections for residential properties.  
Exceptions to the service size or type would be subject to approval by the Chief Executive 
Officer or his/her designee.  Sewer house connections will only be funded if the house 
connection is built in accordance with District standards, permitted and inspected by the 
District. 

 
For new house connection installations, the Program shall be funded from a Sewer 

House Connection Revolving Fund.  In 2019 as part of the Sewer Lateral Installation Program, 
the District Board established the Sewer Lateral Revolving Fund with funds from the 
Assessable Sewer Fund.  The Sewer Lateral Revolving Fund currently has a balance of $1.17 
million and will be renamed the Sewer House Connection Revolving Fund. Coupled with the 
revenue from the principal and interest payments, the Sewer House Connection Revolving 
Fund is expected to be self-sustaining. 
 

PROPERTIES CURRENTLY CONNECTED TO MDC SEWER 
(Scenarios 4 & 5) 
 

For maintenance/inspection and renewal of existing house connections, the Program 
will be funded from the Clean Water Program Rate Stabilization Fund and/or applicable grant 
funding. 
 
Maintenance and/or Inspection of Existing House Connections 
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 For property owners with existing sanitary house connections, the property owners are 
responsible for maintenance of the entire length of house connection per MDC Sewer 
Ordinance § S3s, “Maintenance of Sewer Connections”. As part of the Program, the District 
will offer emergency and non-emergency maintenance and inspection services and provide 
funding for scheduled renewal of the house connection upon request of the Property Owner.  

 
For maintenance and inspection services, the District will offer the property owner a 

qualified registered contractor to perform sewer rodding and/or CCTV inspection services at no 
cost to the property owner.  Alternatively, the property owner may hire their own contractor to 
perform the services and the District will reimburse the property owner up to $200 for a sewer 
rodding and/or $300 per CCTV inspection.  Reimbursement is contingent upon the property 
owner obtaining a permit from Utility Services and arranging for an inspector to be on-site to 
witness the maintenance. Increases in reimbursement amounts will be subject to approval of 
the Chief Executive Officer or his/her designee. If the property owner chooses to utilize the 
District’s qualified registered contractor, prior to the District’s contractor performing any 
maintenance or inspection services the property owner will be required, in writing, to authorize 
the District and its contractor to perform the sewer rodding and/or CCTV inspection and 
release the District from any claims and liability for any damages incurred at the property that 
resulted from, or were caused by, a blockage within or the condition of the property’s sewer 
house connection.  The property owner shall also acknowledge in writing that the District is not 
assuming control or ownership over the house connection. 

 
Following the maintenance and inspection services, the District will provide the property 

owner a report detailing the condition of the house connection based on the inspection. The 
District will utilize NASSCO guidelines, or other comparable industry guidelines, for 
assessment of the pipe’s condition. If the condition report indicates that the house connection 
presently requires repair, then the District will schedule renewal of the house connection. The 
timeline for performing the renewal will be based on the condition of the pipe and the District’s 
contractors’ availability.  The Property Owner must fully participate in the Backwater Valve and 
Private Property Inflow Disconnect Program before the District will perform renewal of the 
house connection.   

 
If the condition report indicates that renewal of the house connection is not presently 

needed and routine maintenance can be performed to extend the life of the house connection, 
the District will provide the property owner with written instructions for a future maintenance 
plan including appropriate maintenance activities with suggested frequencies. Execution of the 
maintenance plan, including power rodding and/or CCTVing, will be the responsibility of the 
property owner at his/her own cost. The District will provide an estimated timeline for future 
inspection of the house connection based on the condition of the pipe and the potential 
likelihood of the house connection needing renewal in the future.  Such timeline will be 
consistent with and based on criteria from the District’s Capacity Management, Operations and 
Maintenance (CMOM) program for public sewer mains.  

 
Renewal of Existing House Connections 
 

Scenarios 4 & 5 relate to house connection renewals which may include pipe lining, 
pipe bursting or pipe replacement. Renewals must be for the full length of the house 
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connection piping rather than only a damaged portion. If the property owner wants to point 
repair only a damaged section of the house connection, it will not be eligible for the Program.  

 
For Scenario 4, the District will provide funding up to $10,000 for the property owner to 

renew the private portion of the house connection.  The property owner will be responsible for 
contracting with a licensed drainlayer or qualified, bonded and insured contractor.  The District 
will provide the property owner its list of qualified contractors. Following completion and 
acceptance of the renewal work, the District will pay the contractor up to $10,000.  

 
For Scenario 5, if the District is rehabilitating or replacing a main line sewer under a 

construction contract, private property owners may participate in this program and have their 
house connection renewed at no cost. For circumstances where the length of the house 
connection or other factors make full renewal exceed $10,000 in cost, the District reserves the 
right to renew the house connection under Scenario 4 where the District pays $10,000 and the 
property owner would be required to pay for any work in excess of the $10,000 limit.   
 
Therefore, it is RECOMMENDED that it be 

 
VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board passage of 

the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Sewer Lateral Installation Program approved in 2019 is hereby 

discontinued and the Sewer House Connection Program as described above and 
herein is hereby established: 

 
 

Scenario Sewer Type 

 
New 6-inch House 
Connection in Public 
Right of Way 

 
 
New 6-inch House 
Connection in 
Private Property 
  

House Connection 
Renewal ** 

1 

New sewer 
main –  

Layout & 
Assessment 

District installs as part of 
the project, cost to 

property owner $4,420* 
plus frontage and dwelling 

unit assessment 

 
Property owner 

responsible for actual 
cost. District pays 

contractor and property 
owner repays District 

over time 
 
  

N/A 

2 

Existing sewer 
main with 

existing lateral 
in ROW 

District installed as part of 
the previous project, cost 
to property owner $4,420* 
plus frontage and dwelling 

unit assessment 

 
Property owner 

responsible for actual 
cost. District pays 

contractor and property 
owner repays District 

over time. 
 
  

District responsible for 
public portion within the 

ROW. 
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3 
Existing sewer 
main with no 

lateral in ROW 

Property owner 
responsible for actual cost 
plus any assessment or 
connection charges due. 
District pays contractor 

and property owner repays 
District over time. 

 
 
 
 

Property owner 
responsible for actual 

cost. District pays 
contractor and property 
owner repays District 

over time. 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N/A 
 
 
 
 
 
  

4 

 
Existing sewer 

main with 
existing house 
connection to 
be renewed or 
replaced not 
under MDC 
construction 

contract 

 
N/A 

 
N/A 

 
Property Owner hires 
contractor to renew or 

replace house connection  
and District will pay 

contractor up to $10,000.  
 

Property owner must fully 
participate in BWV 

Program, as determined by 
the District, to qualify. 

  

5 

Existing sewer 
main with 

existing house 
connection to 
be renewed or 
replaced under 

MDC 
construction 

contract 

N/A N/A 

 
With Property Owner 

permission, the District or 
its contractor will renew or 
replace house connection 

at no cost to property 
owner.  

 
Property owner must fully 

participate in BWV 
Program, as determined by 

the District, to qualify. 
 

 
*$4,420 – prevailing rate per lateral or inlet 
** Renewals to include lining of lateral, require Private Property Inflow Disconnect work with 
prequalified contractors 
 
 

Criteria of House Connection Program Scenarios 1, 2 & 3 
(New House Connections):   
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• Properties requiring a new sanitary sewer house connection of 6” abutting an MDC 
sewer main.  Exceptions to the lateral size or type is subject to approval of the Chief 
Executive Officer or his/her designee. 

• Sewer house connections must be built to MDC standards by qualified, licensed, 
bonded and insured contractors. 

• Limit of $10,000 per property for sewer house connection installation for all work in 
public right-of-way and private property. Amount owed by property owner will be paid to 
District over fifteen years with same interest rate as sewer assessments (6%). 

• Contracts and/or price quotes between the property owners and their contractors must 
be submitted to Utility Services for review to verify the reasonableness of the scope of 
work and/or cost proposal.  The District reserves the right to deny any cost proposal.  
Any increase in the price of construction must be approved by District in order for 
property owner to receive any increase of District payment to contractor.  

• Property owner bound to terms of the written contract with contractor. 

• The property owner will be required to provide written acceptance of the completed 
work in order for the District to issue payment to the contractor.  Failure by the property 
owner to provide written acceptance will not alleviate the property owner’s responsibility 
to pay the contractor for the completed work.   

• Property owner shall indemnify the District for all claims for damages arising out of the 
work performed at the property. 

• Property owner will sign a voluntary lien to be recorded on the land records and repay 
the District by monthly payments as a separate line item on the water bill. 

• Any deposit required by the contractor will be the sole responsibility of the property 
owner.  

• No pre-payment penalties 

• Funded from a revolving fund in the Assessable Sewer Fund 
 

Criteria of House Connection Program Scenarios 4 & 5  
(Existing House Connections) 
 
Maintenance and/or Inspection of Existing House Connections  

• The District will offer the property owner a qualified registered contractor to perform 
sewer rodding and/or CCTV inspection services at no cost to the property owner.  
Alternatively, the property owner may hire their own contractor to perform the services 
and the District will reimburse the property owner up to $200 for a sewer rodding and/or 
$300 per CCTV inspection.  Reimbursement is contingent upon the property owner 
contacting Utility Services to arrange for an inspector to be on-site to witness the 
maintenance. Increases in reimbursement amounts will be subject to approval of the 
Chief Executive Officer or his/her designee.  

• If the property owner chooses to utilize the District’s qualified registered contractor, prior 
to the District’s contractor performing any maintenance or inspection services the 
property owner will be required, in writing, to authorize the District and its contractor to 
perform the sewer rodding and/or CCTV inspection and release the District from any 
claims and liability for any damages incurred at the property that resulted from, or were 
caused by, a blockage within or the condition of the property’s sewer house connection.   

• The property owner shall also acknowledge in writing that the District is not assuming 
control or ownership over the house connection. 
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• Property owner must fully participate in BWV Program, as determined by the District, to 
qualify. 

• Renewals shall be installed for the full length of house connection pipe.  Point repairs do 
not qualify for the Program. 

• Sewer house connections renewals must be built to MDC standards by qualified, 
bonded and insured contractors. 

 
Scenario 4 

• Limit of $10,000 per property for sewer house connection renewal for all work in private 
property. Any costs above $10,000 will be the property owner’s responsibility and either 
paid at the time of work or the property owner can enter a payment plan with the District 
and sign a voluntary lien to be recorded on the land records. 

• Contracts and/or price quotes between the property owners and their contractors must 
be submitted to Utility Services for review to verify the reasonableness of the scope of 
work and cost proposal.  The District reserves the right to deny any cost proposal.  Any 
increase in price of construction must be approved by District in order for property 
owner to receive increase of District payment to contractor.  

• Owner bound to terms of the written contract with Contractor. 

• The property owner will be required to provide written acceptance of the completed 
work in order for the District to issue payment to the Contractor.  Failure by the property 
owner to provide written acceptance will not alleviate the property owner’s responsibility 
to pay the Contractor for the completed work.   

• Property owner shall indemnify the District for all claims for damages arising out of the 
work performed at the property. 

 
Scenario 5 

• If the District is rehabilitating or replacing a main line sewer under a construction 
contract, private property owners may participate in this program and have their house 
connection renewed at no cost to the property owner.  

• For circumstances where the length of the house connection or other factors make full 
renewal exceed $10,000 in cost, the District reserves the right to renew the house 
connection under Scenario 4 where the District pays $10,000 and the property owner 
would be required to pay for any work in excess of the $10,000 limit.   

• For Scenario 5, contracts and/or price quotes between the property owners and their 
contractors must be submitted to Utility Services for review to verify the reasonableness 
of the scope of work and cost proposal.  The District reserves the right to deny any price 
proposal.  Any increase in price of construction must be approved by District in order for 
property owner to receive increase of District payment to contractor.  
 

FURTHER 
RESOLVED: The District’s Sewer Lateral Revolving Fund, established in 2019, shall be 

renamed the Sewer House Connection Revolving Fund.  Funding for Scenarios 
1, 2 & 3 of the Sewer House Connection Program is authorized from the Sewer 
House Connection Revolving Fund. 

 
FURTHER 
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RESOLVED: Funding for Scenarios 4 & 5 of the Sewer House Connection Program is hereby 
authorized from the Clean Water Program Rate Stabilization Fund in addition to 
any applicable grant money. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 

      Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer  

 
 
 

On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, 
the report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote 

of those present. 
 
 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:38 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    August 30, 2023   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
REGULAR MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
Wednesday, August 30, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Bazzano, Richard Bush, David Drake, 

John Gale, Joan Gentile, Allen Hoffman, Gary Johnson, Dominic Pane, 
Bhupen Patel, Pasquale J. Salemi, Alvin Taylor, Calixto Torres and District 
Chairman William DiBella (14) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Byron Lester, Maureen Magnan and David Steuber (3)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Avedisian, Donald Currey, James Healy and James 

Woulfe (4) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jean Holloway  
  Commissioner Jacqueline Mandyck 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer (Remote Attendance) 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Negrelli, Director of Engineering 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities 
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Jeff King, Construction Manager 
Nick Salemi, Communications Administrator 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hoffman at 4:03 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard.  
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APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Adil and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of July 12, 2023 were approved. Commissioner Bazzano abstained. 

 
 

Commissioner Bush entered the meeting at 4:06 PM 
 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF SEWERS BUILT BY DEVELOPER PERMIT AGREEMENT – ANA 
GRACE SCHOOL, 129 GRIFFIN RD NORTH, BLOOMFIELD, CT 

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on August 30, 2023  
 
 The sewers outlined in the following resolution have been constructed under 
Developer’s Permit-Agreement in accordance with the plans, specifications and standards of 
the District, and the Director of Engineering has certified to all of the foregoing. 
 
 It is therefore RECOMMENDED that, pursuant to Section S8g of the Sewer Ordinances 
re: “Acceptance of Developer’s Sewers,” it be 
 
Voted: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board passage of 

the following resolution: 
  
Resolved: That, in accordance with Section S8g of the District Ordinances, the following is 

incorporated into the sewer system of The Metropolitan District as of the date of 
passage of this resolution: 

 
  

Sewers In 

 

Built By 
Completion 

Date 
1 CREC – Ana Grace School, 

129 Griffin Road North, 
Bloomfield 
R19005 

Developer: CREC (Capitol Region Education 
Council) 

Contractor: Bartlett Brainard Escoll, Inc. / Milton 
Beebe 

March 17, 2023 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 

 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 

 
 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Pane and duly seconded, the 
report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of 

those present. 
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Commissioner Taylor entered the meeting at 4:19 PM 

 
 

SHELBOURNE AXELA LLC REQUEST TO MODIFY SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF 
50 MORGAN STREET, HARTFORD 

 
 
To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on August 30, 2023 
  
 On May 15, 2022, after a duly noticed public hearing, the Bureau of Public Works levied 
a supplemental benefit assessment on 50 Morgan Street in Hartford.  The District Board 
approved the supplemental benefit assessment on July 11, 2022.  The supplemental 
assessment was based on the conversion of the three hundred forty-two (342) room Crowne 
Plaza Hotel to a residential building with two hundred fifty-two (252) residential units as 
approved by the City of Hartford.   
 
 The supplemental assessment totaled $155,430.00 (252 residential units x $1,655.00 = 
$417,060.00 - $261,630.00 (a credit for the prior existing 342 hotel rooms x $765.00)).  The 
property owner, Shelbourne Axela LLC, submitted a request to the Bureau for modification of 
the supplemental assessment on the basis that the redevelopment plan for the property is for a 
lower number of residential units than the levied assessment.  Shelbourne Axela LLC’s request 
states the proposed total number of residential units is 192. However, the City of Hartford 
assessor data identifies the number of residential units at the property as 214. 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED: 
 

That the supplemental benefit assessment of 50 Morgan Street in Hartford calculated 
based on 252 residential units, approved by the Bureau of Public Works on May 15, 
2022 and the District Board on July 11, 2022, totaling $155,430.00 be modified to 
$56,130 (192 residential units x $1,655.00 = $317,760 - $261,630.00 (credit for the prior 
existing 342 hotel rooms x $765.00)). 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That legal notice, in the form and manner as approved by District Counsel, be recorded 
on the land records that any future (re)development or conversion of the property in 
excess of 192 residential units shall be subject to supplemental assessment by the 
District. 

 
     

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer  
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Commissioner Pane made a motion to approve the resolution. The 
motion was duly seconded, the report was received and resolution 

adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 
 
 

Commissioner Salemi entered the meeting at 4:58 PM 
 

CLEAN WATER PROJECT AND STORMWATER 
 

Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison gave the following presentation regarding the Clean 
Water Project and Stormwater: 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 
 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Commissioner Bush would like to further discuss the issue brought up at the July 12, 2023 
meeting by West Hartford resident Elizabeth Bryden pertaining to reimbursement for her sewer 

house connection issue. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:32 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    November 8, 2023   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
REGULAR MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
Wednesday, November 8, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Avedisian, John Bazzano, Richard 

Bush, Donald Currey, David Drake, John Gale, Joan Gentile, Allen 
Hoffman, Gary Johnson, Dominic Pane, Bhupen Patel, Alvin Taylor, Calixto 
Torres and District Chairman William DiBella (15) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Byron Lester, Maureen Magnan, Pasquale J. Salemi and 

David Steuber (4)  
 
Absent: Commissioners James Healy and James Woulfe (2) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jacqueline Mandyck (Remote Attendance) 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer (Remote Attendance) 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer 
Susan Negrelli, Director of Engineering 
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Services (Remote Attendance) 
Ray Baral, Assistant Manager of Water Treatment 
Andrew Hubbard, Natural Resources Administrator 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dylan Pecego, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Hoffman at 4:05 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard.  
 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Gentile and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of August 30, 2023 were approved.  
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Commissioner Pane entered the meeting at 4:35 PM. 

 
 

FISCAL YEAR 2024 - REVISIONS TO DISTRICT SEWER USER CHARGE RATES AND 

OTHER SEWER CHARGES 

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on November 8, 2023 
 
In accordance with Section S12j of the District’s Ordinances, sewer use unit charge rates shall 
be determined annually in conjunction with adoption of the District Budget.  The 2024 budget in 
support of sewer operations calls for a sewer user charge rate to remain unchanged at $5.90 
per ccf or 0.0% change effective January 1, 2024. 
 
Additionally, in support of the 2024 budget and in accordance with Section S12I of the District’s 
Ordinances, the monthly sewer customer service charge per connection will remain at $9.00 or 
0.0% change effective January 1, 2024. 
  
There will be an Administrative Review Fee for work performed by the Utility Services 
department, Engineering, Real Estate, Environment, Health & Safety, and others related to 
customer requests.  The Administrative Review Fee includes, but is not limited to, the following 
individual services: availability and capacity analysis, assessment calculation, permit 
applications for non-domestic sewage wastewater discharges (including, but not limited to, 
individual permits, Significant Industrial Users, Categorical Industrial User Wastewater to a 
POTW, Food Service Establishment Wastewater, Groundwater Remediation Wastewater, 
Miscellaneous Industrial User (MIU) Wastewater, Vehicle Maintenance Wastewater), 
encroachment permits, abandonment of infrastructure, Engineering/Environmental surveys and 
documentation requests; this fee will be $670. 
 
The Annual Wastewater Discharge Compliance Fee of $150 for all permitted wastewater 
discharges categorized as non-domestic sewage discharges, including but limited to, individual 
permits, Significant Industrial Users, Categorical Industrial User Wastewater to a POTW, Food 
Service Establishment Wastewater, Groundwater Remediation Wastewater, Miscellaneous 
Discharges of Sewer Compatible (MISC) Wastewater, Vehicle Maintenance Wastewater will be 
split into 12 monthly increments at a billing rate of $12.50. The charge is related to costs 
associated with annual administration and review of discharge monitoring reports, verification of 
discharges and inventorying and management of customer data.  
 
Following the cost trend for the sewer user charge rate, it is recommended the BOD and COD 
rates remain unchanged at $0.70 per pound or effective January 1, 2024.  In addition, the 
suspended solids strength charge will also remain unchanged at $0.58 per pound effective 
January 1, 2024.  These unit charges, which apply to high flow users, low flow/high strength 
users and non-municipal tax-exempt users, are for the following:   
 
Liquid flow charge rate based on sewer flow in hundreds of cubic feet (CCF). 

1. BOD (biochemical oxygen demand) strength charge rate based on pounds of BOD for 

the concentration of BOD exceeding 300 milligrams per liter (mg/l); AND/OR 
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COD (chemical oxygen demand) strength charge rate based on pounds of COD for that 
concentration of COD exceeding 700 mg/l. 

2. Suspended solids strength charge rate based on pounds of suspended solids for that 

concentration exceeding 300 mg/l. 

In accordance with Section S12p of the District’s Ordinances, sewer user charge Late 
Filing/Sewage Evaluation Fees will remain at $250.00 for the 2024 budget. 

 
Additionally, Section S12x of the District’s Ordinances provides for the Special Sewer Service 
Charge (a.k.a. Clean Water Project Charge), primarily for payment of principal and interest on 
certain bonds and loans which proceeds are used to finance the costs associated with the Clean 
Water Project and going forward, the Integrated Plan.  The Special Sewer Service Charge is set 
annually in conjunction with adoption of the District Budget.  Effective January 1, 2024, said 
charge shall be $4.33 per hundred cubic feet (ccf) to be uniformly applied and to be proportional 
to the quantity of water used by District customers who utilize the District sewer system and are 
furnished water directly by the Metropolitan District.  The Special Sewer Service Charge shall 
appear separately on the water bills of the District. 
  
Liquid Waste Discharge Fee (other than Acceptable Septage): A fee is required as part of the 
approval from MDC for its acceptance, by whatever means, of the discharge of liquid waste other 
than Acceptable Septage, as provided by §S13b of the District’s Sewer Ordinances.  For 
example, but without limiting the forms of liquid waste subject to this fee, this fee shall apply to 
the following without limitation: groundwater; remediated groundwater; contaminated 
stormwater; contaminated groundwater permitted through a CT DEEP Groundwater 
Remediation General Permit or other CT DEEP Miscellaneous General or Individual Permit; 
landfill leachate; process equipment condensate; groundwater used for process water including 
cooling water; discharges granted temporary authorization to discharge by CT DEEP; and 
stormwater discharged into a separated sanitary sewer system.  
 
Liquid Waste Discharge Fee (other than Acceptable Septage) discharge subject to approval by 
the District:     

Tier 1-- 0-500,000 avg. gallons per month  $0.13/gal 
Tier 2--  500,001 to 700,000 avg. gallons per month $0.07/gal 
Tier 3--  700,000+ avg. gallons per month  $0.05/gal 

 
FOG Charges: Fees are charged to Class III and IV and FDA class 2, 3, and 4 Food Service 
Establishments FSE or any other facility that is likely to discharge fats, oils and grease above 
the effluent limit of 100 mg/l to offset the costs of managing the Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) 
program. This program is required by the CT Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection General Permit for the Discharge of Wastewater Associated with Food Service 
Establishments.  

     
It is RECOMMENDED that it be: 
 
Voted: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board passage of 

the following resolution: 
Resolved: That, in accordance with Section S12j of the District Ordinances, Unit Charges For 

Computing The Sewer User Charge, a sewer user charge rate of five dollars and 
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ninety cents ($5.90) per hundred cubic feet of sewer flow be effective for meter 
readings on and after January 1, 2024 and that, effective January 1, 2024, a sewer 
user customer service charge per connection of nine dollars ($9.00) per month, a 
BOD strength charge of seventy cents ($0.70) per pound be billed on sewer flow 
for that concentration of BOD exceeding 300 milligrams per liter; a COD strength 
charge of seventy cents ($0.70) per pound be billed on sewer flow for that 
concentration of COD exceeding 700 milligrams per liter; and a suspended solids 
strength charge of fifty eight cents ($0.58) per pound be billed on sewer flow for 
that concentration of suspended solids exceeding 300 milligrams per liter. 

 
Further 
Resolved: In accordance with Section S12x of the District’s Ordinances, the rate for the 

Special Sewer Service Charge a.k.a. Clean Water Project Charge shall be $4.33 
per ccf commencing January 1, 2024. 

Further 
Resolved: That the District Board approve the following schedule of fees effective January 1, 

2024. 
 

 CURRENT PROPOSED 

Installation, Repair or Replacement of Sewer Meters   

Fees are charged to wastewater dischargers that require 
metering of discharges for billing purposes. The charge is for 
the initial District meter installation and required repair or 
replacement of District meter as needed during the permitted 
discharge period. 

  

5/8” meter $360 $360 

3/4” meter $375 $375 

1” meter $445 $445 

1-1/2” meter $1,140 $1,140 

2” meter $1,250 $1,250 

3” meter $2,630 $2,630 

4” meter $3,180 $3,180 

6” meter $4,960 $5,090 

8” meter $14,840 $14,840 

10” meter $17,110 $17,110 

12” meter $17,800 $17,800 

Meter Box (5/8” to 1”) $1,750 $1,750 

Meter Pit (1 ½” and larger) Actual Cost   
+ Overhead 

Actual Cost   
+ Overhead 

 
Open Channel Sewer $15,300 $15,300 

   

 
 The charge will be the District’s cost of material, labor and equipment used, plus overhead at prevailing rates. In 
circumstances where this procedure for charging a customer would significantly delay the final billing, the District 
will use an appropriate estimate of its cost. 
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 CURRENT PROPOSED 

   

Meter Chamber for Open Channel 
Actual Cost* 

+ overhead 
Actual Cost* 

+ overhead 
Radio transmitter unit $200 $212 

   

Liquid Waste Discharge Fee (other than Acceptable Septage) 
Discharge subject to approval by the District: 

  

Tier 1--  0-500,000 avg. gallons per month $0.13/gal $0.13/gal 

Tier 2--  500,001 to 700,000 avg gallons per month $0.07 $0.07 

Tier 3--  700,000+ avg gallons per month $0.05 $0.05 

   

Sewer User Charge Late Filing/Sewage Evaluation Fees 
 

$250 $250 
 

   

Administrative Review for Sewer Services Fee $600 $670 

Includes, but is not limited to, the following individual 
services: availability and capacity analysis, assessment 
calculation, permit applications for non-domestic sewage 
wastewater discharges (individual permits, Significant 
Industrial Users, Categorical Industrial User Wastewater to 
a POTW, Food Service Establishment Wastewater, 
Groundwater Remediation Wastewater, Miscellaneous 
Industrial User (MIU) Wastewater, Vehicle Maintenance 
Wastewater), encroachment permits, abandonment of 
infrastructure, Engineering/Environmental surveys and 
documentation requests 

  

Annual Wastewater Discharge Compliance Fee  $150 $150 

For all permitted wastewater discharges categorized as non-
domestic sewage discharges, including but not limited to, 
individual permits, Significant Industrial Users, Categorical 
Industrial User Wastewater to a POTW, Food Service 
Establishment Wastewater, Groundwater Remediation 
Wastewater, Miscellaneous Industrial User (MIU)  
Wastewater, Vehicle Maintenance Wastewater. The charge 
is related costs associated with annual administration and 
review of discharge monitoring reports, verification of 
discharges and inventorying and management of customer 
data.  The fee will be billed on a monthly basis at 
$12.50/month. 
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 CURRENT PROPOSED 

Wastewater Discharge Compliance Fees   

Failure to submit Registration or Variance Applications $500 $500 

Disallow Inspection $225 $225 

Failure to maintain discharge records including analytical 
results and discharge volumes 

$200 
 

$200 
 

No FOG management or pre-treatment equipment installed $200 $200 

Non-compliant FOG management or pre-treatment 
equipment installed 

$200 $200 

Failure to properly maintain/service FOG and pre-treatment 
equipment to maintain proper working order and provide 
inspection and maintenance records as required. 

$100 $100 

Failure to maintain FOG management equipment in proper 
working order 

$200 $200 

Failure to clean FOG management equipment quarterly or 
when 25% of the depth of the trap is filled with food  
solids and FOG, whichever comes first.  

$200 $200 

Failure to properly dispose of brown and/or yellow grease $200 $200 

Source of sewer blockage  $1,000 $1,000 

Source of sanitary sewer overflow - Actual costs will be 
billed to the facility for time and materials related to the 
overflow 

$1,000 or 
Actual Cost 
whichever is 

greater 

$1,000 or 
Actual Cost 
whichever is 

greater 
Wastewater Discharge Violation Correction Schedule   

Discharge and/or Equipment not registered 7 days 7 days 

No FOG management or pre-treatment equipment installed  30 days 30 days 

FOG management equipment in need of repair or cleaning  7 days 7 days 

Failure to maintain written records of FOG management 
equipment cleaning and inspection 

7 days 7 days 

Disallow an inspection – Inspection must be scheduled 
within 7 days of initial inspection attempt 

7 days 7 days 

Failure to clean and maintain FOG management equipment 
as required 

7 days 7 days 

Source of sewer blockage  24 Hours 24 Hours 

Source of sanitary sewer overflow (minimum) 24 Hours 24 Hours 

 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by Commissioner Patel and duly seconded, the report was 

received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 
 
 

MUNICIPAL SEPARATED STORM SEWER SYSTEMS (MS4) IMPACT ANALYSIS AND 
POTENTIAL REGIONAL STORMWATER AUTHORITY 

 
Commissioner Currey made motion to postpone item #5 “Municipal Separated Storm 
Sewer Systems (MS4) Impact Analysis and Potential Regional Stormwater Authority” 

until the next BPW meeting. Commissioner Hoffman postponed the item without 
objection. 

 
OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
No one from the public appeared to be heard. 

 
 

COMMISSIONER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Commissioner Gale requested that the Bureau take up the MS4 issue and remember that 
development in Hartford will have a positive impact on ad valorem.  

 
CEO Scott Jellison requested that the meeting topic requested by Commissioner Gale be held 

as a special meeting as to allow enough time for the discussion. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:15 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    February 21, 2024   
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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