
PERSONNEL, PENSION AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE January 24, 2024   1
   

   
 

  

PERSONNEL, PENSION AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE 
The Metropolitan District 
555 Main Street, Hartford 

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 
 

Present: Commissioners John Avedisian, David Drake, Byron Lester, Maureen 
Magnan, Pasquale Salemi, David Steuber, Alvin Taylor, James Woulfe and 
District Chairman Donald Currey (9)  

Remote 
Attendance:  Commissioners Dimple Desai, Joan Gentile and Dominic Pane (3) 
 
Absent: (0) 
 
Also 
Present: Commissioner William DiBella 
 Commissioner Allen Hoffman  
 Commissioner Bhupen Patel 
 Commissioner John Gale 
 Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 
 Christopher Stone, District Counsel 
 John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
 Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 

Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer (Remote Attendance) 
Jamie Harlow, Director of Human Services 
Susan Negrelli, Director of Engineering 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Systems 
Thomas Tyler, Director of Facilities 
Rita Kelley, Equal Employment Opportunity Compliance Officer 
Jeff King, Construction Manager 
James Sanchez, Utility Systems Monitoring Technician 1 
Carrie Blardo, Executive Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant  
Matthew McAuliffe, IT Consultant 
Dylan Pecego, IT Consultant 
Brian Downs, Workers Comp Trust 
Chris Monroe, USI Consulting 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER  
 

District Chairman Donald Currey called the meeting to order at 4:03 PM 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
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ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 

 
District Chairman Donald Currey called for the election of the Chairperson.  

Commissioner Pane placed Commissioner John Avedisian’s name in nomination, the 
nomination was duly seconded. 

 
Commissioner Salemi placed Commissioner Alvin Taylor’s name in nomination, 

the nomination was duly seconded. 
 

There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed. 
 

Commissioner Pane requested a roll call vote. 
 

District Chairman Currey read off a roll call vote with Commissioner Avedisian’s 
nomination being “Aye” votes and Commissioner Taylor’s nomination being “Nay” votes. 

There was a tie of five (5) votes for Commissioner Avedisian and five (5) votes for 
Commissioner Taylor. The votes were as follows: 

 
“Aye” votes (for Commissioner Avedisian): Commissioners John Avedisian, 

Dimple Desai, David Drake, Maureen Magnan and Dominic Pane. 
 

“Nay” votes (for Commissioner Taylor): Commissioners Byron Lester, Pasquale 
Salemi, David Steuber, Alvin Taylor and James Woulfe. 

 
With there being no winner for Chair, District Chairman Currey moved on to the 

election of Vice Chairperson 
 
 

ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON 
 

District Chairman Donald Currey called for the election of the Vice Chairperson.  
Commissioner Avedisian placed Commissioner Maureen Magnan’s name in nomination 

and the nomination was duly seconded. 
 

Commissioner Taylor placed Commissioner James Woulfe’s name in nomination 
and the nomination was duly seconded. 

 
There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed. 

 
District Chairman Currey read off a roll call vote with Commissioner Magnan’s 

nomination being “Aye” votes and Commissioner Woulfe’s nomination being “Nay” 
votes. 

 
Commissioner James Woulfe was elected Vice Chairperson of the Personnel, 

Pension and Insurance Committee for 2024 and 2025 by a vote of six (6) to five (5). The 
votes were as follows: 
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“Aye” votes (for Commissioner Magnan): Commissioners John Avedisian, Dimple 
Desai, David Drake, Maureen Magnan and Dominic Pane. 

 
“Nay” votes (for Commissioner Woulfe): Commissioners Byron Lester, Pasquale 

Salemi, David Steuber, Alvin Taylor, James Woulfe and District Chairman Donald 
Currey. 

 
Vice Chairman Woulfe assumed Chair until a Chairperson could be elected. 

 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Drake and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of October 25, 2023 were approved. Commissioner Woulfe 
abstained. 
 

 
DISTRICT EMPLOYEES ELECTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND CONN. 

GEN. STAT. § 2-3a  
 

Director of Human Resources Jamie Harlow informed the Committee that there is one 
District employee, James Sanchez Utility Systems Monitoring Technician 1, currently 
elected to the General Assembly.  The Committee discussed District policy regarding 
elected employee’s attendance and compliance with Connecticut General Statute § 2-

3a and union collective bargaining agreements. No action was taken. 
 
Commissioner Gentile entered the meeting remotely at 4:27 PM.   
 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON 
 
Without objection, the Committee returned to Agenda Item #3 “Election of 

Chairperson” due to Commissioner Gentile entering the meeting remotely. 
 
Commissioner Gentile placed her vote for Commissioner Taylor. 
 

The votes were as follows: 
 

Votes for Commissioner Avedisian: Commissioners John Avedisian, Dimple Desai, 
David Drake, Maureen Magnan and Dominic Pane. 
 
Votes for Commissioner Taylor: Commissioners Joan Gentile, Byron Lester, Pasquale 
Salemi, David Steuber, Alvin Taylor and James Woulfe. 
 
Commissioner Alvin Taylor was elected Chairperson of the Personnel, Pension and 
Insurance Committee for 2024 and 2025 by a vote of 6-5. 

 
At 4:53 PM, Commissioner Taylor assumed Chair. 
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WORKERS COMPENSATION 

 

Brian Downs, Vice President of Workers Comp Trust, presented an executive summary 
of the Self-Insured Workers’ Compensation Program with an overview of 2023 claims 

included in his report. 
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ACTUARIAL SERVICES 
 

Chief Administrative Officer Kelly Shane updated the Personnel, Pension and Insurance 
Committee on the change in actuarial services following a bidding process. The new 

actuarial services contract was awarded to USI Consulting. 
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WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT LEARNING PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 

 

Director of Human Resources Jamie Harlow discussed MDC efforts for workforce 
development for area high school students including outreach efforts to local high 

schools. 
 

 
DISTRICT WELLNESS PREVENTATIVE CARE PROGRAM 

 
Chris Monroe of USI Consulting gave an overview of the 2023 WellSpark preventative 

care program. 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
State Representative and MDC employee James Sanchez spoke regarding agenda item 
#6 “District Employees Elected to the General Assembly and Conn. Gen. Stat. § 2-3a” 
and his return to light duty work after workers’ compensation injuries. He stated he had 
been out of work due to workers’ compensation injuries for 2 years and was notified in 
December 2023 that he could return for light duty.  Upon his return to work, he requested 
in several emails to HR Director Jamie Harlow to adjust his work schedule due to serving 
as a CT State Representative and Connecticut General Statute § 2-3a which he stated 
protects him as an employee and allows for him to decide to work on shifts. He is asking 
for a combination of options to adjust his work schedule while serving as a State 
Representative, including coming in early, working through lunch, working late, or working 
remotely. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM  

 
ATTEST: 
            
     
John S. Mirtle, Esq.     __________________ 
District Clerk                                    Date Approved                                                                                          


