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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
Wednesday, July 12, 2023 

 
PRESENT: Commissioners John Avedisian, Clifford Avery Buell, Donald 

Currey, Dimple Desai, William A. DiBella, David Drake, John Gale, 
Peter Gardow, Allen Hoffman, Jean Holloway, Gary Johnson, 
Diane Lewis, Jacqueline Mandyck, Dominic Pane, Jon Petoskey, 
Pasquale J. Salemi, David Steuber and Alvin Taylor (18) 

 
REMOTE  
ATTENDANCE: Commissioners Joan Gentile, Christian Hoheb and Mary 

LaChance (3)  
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Andrew Adil, Kyle Anderson, John Bazzano, 

Richard Bush, James Healy, Byron Lester, Maureen Magnan, 
Michael Maniscalco, Bhupen Patel, Calixto Torres, James Woulfe 
and New Britain Special Representative Michael Carrier (12) 

ALSO 
PRESENT:  Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 
   Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
   John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 

Chris Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer  

 Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer 
Jamie Harlow, Director of Human Resources (Remote Attendance) 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology 

Sue Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Dave Rutty, Director of Operations 

 Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
 Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
 Jeff King, Construction Manager 

Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant  
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman DiBella at 5:46 PM 

 
 

ROLL CALL AND QUORUM 
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The District Clerk called the roll and informed Chairman DiBella that a quorum of the 
Commission was present, and the meeting was declared a legal meeting of the District 
Board of The Metropolitan District of Hartford County, Connecticut. 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Pane and duly seconded, the 
meeting minutes of June 12, 2023 were approved.   

 
 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS  

 
Elizabeth Bryden of West Hartford read from her below written comments: 

 
July 12, 2023 Comments for the District Board Special Meeting related to agenda item # 9b 

ά{ŜǿŜǊ IƻǳǎŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳέ 

Good evening, 

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to share my feedback on agenda item #9b, the proposed 

Sewer House Connection Program. My name is Elizabeth Bryden and I am an MDC customer and 

home owner from West Hartford.  

On May 30, 2023 I shared my feedback on the proposed sewer ordinance revisions at the Public 

IŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘ ŀƴŘ L ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ aƻƴŘŀȅΩǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ ¢ƻŘŀȅ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 

briefly share some additional thoughts.   

I am glad to see the new program that is being proposed will offer some relief to homeowners should 

they need to make repairs to the sewer laterals on their own private property. However, as I 

commented previously, they do not currently address some of the other issues customers are facing 

especially as it relates to the issue of retroactivity and potential reimbursement for repairs that have 

already been made out of necessity. 

¢ƻ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜ Ƴȅ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛŜŦƭȅ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƛǎǎǳŜ L ŀƳ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ƘƻƳŜΦ Lƴ 

January, 2023, we had a sewage back-up into our home and called the MDC emergency line. They 

came out that night and explained the process to follow and also gave us the recommended 

contractors for repair. We arranged for an MDC-approved contractor to come out and assess the 

situation. 

We learned through the contractor and the MDC staff who came on site during this process was that 

our sewer line did not go to the street as many do, but it actually went down the hill behind our house 
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and off our property, onto our neƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǳǎŜ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 

connecting to the main sewer line. A camera determined the line on our property was clear and the 

ƛǎǎǳŜ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊŜŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ !ǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ ǘhe 

back-up, we were not able to remain in our home for over a week, our finished basement now 

requires significant repair and our lawn was destroyed in several big areas due to the trucks and the 

stones needed to fix the situation. Ultimately a pipe had to ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ 

property and it cost us $12,283. Our house and lawn have yet to be repaired and it is now almost 6 

months later. 

It is important to note that due to the way the pipe was structured, we had absolutely no access as 

homeowners to this pipe for maintenance or repair, nor was there any agreement in place. The 

ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇƛǇŜǎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƻƴ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƴƻ ŀŎŎŜss or authority over. 

In addition, the proposed Sewer House Connection Program currently does not address the issue of 

ǊŜǘǊƻŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘΣ ŀǎ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳƛƴŜΦ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

this issue is the new fund announced by the Governor on June 26, 2023. As you know, the new 

Hartford Sewerage System Repair and Improvement Fund helps homeowners in North Hartford who 

have been impacted by sewage issues, which is great. As I understand it, this program allows 

homeowners who have been impacted by damage on or after January 1, 2021 to apply for 

reimbursement.  

Given that this new fund for Hartford residents allows for retroactive reimbursement, I believe the 

new Sewer House Connection program should also allow for this to help other MDC customers who 

have been affected by costly sewer issues and repairs.  I would like to again, respectfully request that 

language allowing retroactive reimbursement be added to the Sewer House Connection Program or, 

at a minimum, some language be added that allows for some retroactive reimbursement for unique 

situations, like my own. 

I appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts today-thank you for your time. 

Elizabeth Bryden 

120 Sunny Reach Drive  

West Hartford, CT 

 
Independent Consumer Advocate Joseph Szerejko stated that he also supports 
retroactivity pertaining to Agenda Item #9b ñSewer House Connection Program.ò 
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
 

No report was provided.  
 

REPORT FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer, updated staff on the Colebrook Reservoir Dam 
issue and that he and staff met with watershed town representatives a couple of 

weeks ago to discuss the need for their support in the abandonment.   
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNSEL  
 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel, also discussed the abandonment petition 
regarding the Colebrook Reservoir Dam, and that CT DPH would make a decision on 
the application within 90 days of petition, which would be on or about July 20, 2023 
and, as of today, DPH was on schedule to make a decision by then. Secondly, he 

said it may be prudent to consider referring the issue of retroactivity for sewer 
replacement to BPW. Lastly, he let the Board know he will be issuing a litigation 

report to the Commissioners within the next week. 
 
 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
MODIFICATION OF CONSENT ORDER #COWRMU22002 

 
To: District Board       July 12, 2023  
 
From: Bureau of Public Works 
 
On November 7, 2006 the District entered into Consent Order No. WC5434 with CT 
DEEP to implement actions to abate overflow from both sanitary and combined sewers 
throughout the District.  In December 2012, the District submitted a required Long-
Term Combined Sewer Overflow Control Plan update to CT DEEP which was approved 
in April, 2015.  In 2012, the EPA developed an integrated planning framework that 
offered the opportunity for the regulated community to develop an integrated plan to 
meet multiple Clean Water Act requirements while also considering other infrastructure 
improvements and affordability issues, such as improvements to the Districtôs drinking 
water system and associated costs.  In 2019 the Water Infrastructure and Improvement 
Act became federal law and amended the Clean Water Act to include the integrated 
planning framework. In December 2018, per the Consent Order, the District submitted 
another update to its Long-Term Control Plan to CT DEEP. The update plan, titled 
Integrated Plan and Long-Term Control Plan (ñ2018 LTCP/IPò), incorporates an 
integrated planning concept and identifies the next iteration of actions with associated 
timelines for meeting the requirements of the CSO Control Policy and water quality 
standards.   
 
On September 19, 2022, the District and CT DEEP executed a new Consent Order to 
supersede the 2006 Consent Order No. WC5434.  CT DEEP determined that the 2018 
LTCP/IP constitutes a new program and approach to achieving the requirements of the 
CSO Control Policy and water quality standards, and as such the District is authorized 
to de-authorize certain outstanding projects and associated outstanding bonds 
authorized to complete those projects delineated in the 2005 LTCP and the 2012 
LTCP. Upon doing so, the first phase of the Clean Water Project, established under 
the LTCP and the 2012 LTCP was concluded as to the de-authorized projects. On June 
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7, 2023, the District submitted a plan proposing revision to the actions and project 
schedule required by the 2022 Consent Order (#COWRMU22002) for the Integrated 
Plan Implementation Phase I.  This submittal proposes sewer mitigation projects within 
the public right-of-way and on private property, including private stormwater 
disconnections and house connections (ñlateralò) repair or replacement.  These 
revisions are being proposed to mitigate combined sewer overflows and to protect 
public health and safety in the communities with combined sewers.  CT DEEP 
proposed a Modification to Consent Order #COWRMU22002 to implement changes to 
the actions and project schedule of the consent order. 
 
At a meeting of the Bureau of Public Works held on July 12, 2023, it was: 

 
VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 

passage of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Chief Executive Officer of The Metropolitan District, Scott 

W. Jellison, on behalf of the District, hereby is authorized, 
empowered and directed to execute the Consent Order 
#COWRMU22002 Modification with the State of Connecticut 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
      John S. Mirtle, Esq. 

District Clerk  
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