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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 

555 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 

Monday, October 3, 2022 
 

PRESENT: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Avedisian, Avery Buell, 
Richard Bush, Donald Currey, William A. DiBella, David Drake, 
Peter Gardow, Joan Gentile, James Healy, Allen Hoffman, Jean 
Holloway, Byron Lester, Diane Lewis, Maureen Magnan, 
Jacqueline Mandyck, Dominic Pane, Pasquale J. Salemi, Alvin 
Taylor and Calixto Torres (20) 

REMOTE  
ATTENDANCE: Commissioners David Ionno, Mary LaChance, Bhupen Patel and 

Richard W. Vicino (4) 
 
ABSENT: Commissioners Christian Hoheb, Michael Maniscalco, Alphonse 

Marotta, Jon Petoskey, James Woulfe and New Britain Special 
Representative Michael Carrier (6) 

ALSO 
PRESENT:  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk  
Steve Bonafonte, Assistant District Counsel 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer  
Sue Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology  
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities 
Jamie Harlow, Director of Human Resources (Remote attendance) 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Tra Phan, Controller (Remote Attendance) 
Nick Salemi, Communications Administrator  
Dylan Pecego, IT Consultant (Remote attendance)  
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer 
Victoria Escoriza, Executive Assistant  
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote attendance) 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order by District Chairman William DiBella at 5:32 PM 

 
ROLL CALL AND QUORUM 

 
The District Clerk called the roll and informed District Chairman William DiBella 

that a quorum of the Commission was present, and the meeting was declared a legal 
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meeting of the District Board of The Metropolitan District of Hartford County, 
Connecticut. 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
Those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
On motion made by Commissioner Adil and duly seconded, the 

meeting minutes of September 7, 2022 were approved.   
 

Commissioner Salemi entered the meeting at 5:35 PM.   
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS  
 

Judy Allen of West Hartford spoke regarding agenda item #12 “Committee 
Appointments” on which she noted that the Committee on Technology has 
only met once and, with the additional Commissioner appointed, she hopes 
the committee meets again. On item #14, she believes that the Chairman’s 

attendance to a seminar on biosolids should be passed through the Committee 
on Technology. Lastly, she looked at the 2022 budget for 

“seminars/conferences” & “dues and memberships” and noted the total was 
$300,000, also noting a 46% increase in this budget in 2020. She questioned 

the justification of the dues and memberships budget. 
 

Independent Consumer Advocate Joe Szerejko discussed agenda item #8 and 
found the memo on federal legislative initiatives helpful.  

 
Alyssa Peterson of Hartford spoke on agenda item #13A suggesting the 

conflict of interest policy should include vendors and that increased penalties 
and punishments be implemented. She also stated that a disclosure form 
should include employees. Lastly, in regards to a discussion on conflict of 
interest, she stated that the MDC would be the biggest beneficiary of the 

closure of Brainard Airport and stated that MDC employee James Sanchez, 
also a Hartford Councilman, has been spending time advocating for the airport 

closure. 
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
 

No report. 
 

REPORT FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 

Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison updated the Board on the completion of the 
white paper on Sewage Sludge Incinerators (SSI), which was issued on September 
30th. He addressed employee travel for seminars and conferences and the changes 

since the beginning of the pandemic.  
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REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNSEL  
 

District Counsel Christopher Stone updated the Board on the scheduling order for the 
Colebrook Dam declaratory ruling petition, the Hartford Landfill cases, and an 

upcoming Board resolution for the Integrated Plan. He also let the Board know that 
the closing for the sale of 705 Keeney Street in Manchester is going to occur in the 

coming week. Lastly, he stated that a notice of claim was sent to the contractors for a 
recent Linbrook Road sewer lining issue. 

 
Assistant District Counsel Steve Bonafonte updated the Board on federal 

infrastructure funding. 
 
 

INDEPENDENT CONSUMER ADVOCATE ANNUAL MEETING  
 

District Chairman DiBella announced that the Independent Consumer 
Advocate’s annual meeting is to be held on October 12, 2022 at 5:30 PM at the 

MDC Training Center, 125 Maxim Rd, Hartford.  
 
 
 

REFERRAL OF 2023 BUDGET TO BOARD OF FINANCE 
 
 

Budget Summary 
Revenue & Expenditure Summary 

 

The District's Proposed budget for 2023 totals $204,745,467; a $4,303,508 or 2.1% 
decrease from the appropriation level adopted in support of 2022 operations and 
programs. The following table summarizes the Proposed 2023 operating revenues 
and expenditures for the District’s Water and Sewer operations. 
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Note: These allocations are based on 3-year average tax receipts from each town.  A 
weighted average is used to allocate the total Ad Valorem to be collected.  West Hartford and 
East Hartford have not provided tax abatement information for 2019, 2020, 2021, as a result, 
the above allocation charts are preliminary. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 
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On motion made by Commissioner Salemi and duly seconded, the budget 
estimates for Fiscal Year 2023 were received and referred to the Board of 
Finance in accordance with Section 3-2 of the District Charter. 

 
 

Without objection, resolutions #11A “Pension Discount Rate and Mortality 
Tables” and #11B “OPEB Discount Rate, Administrative Expenses and 
Mortality Tables” were consolidated and considered together. 

 
 

PERSONNEL, PENSION AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE 
PENSION DISCOUNT RATE & ADOPTION OF THE MORTALITY 

IMPROVEMENT SCALE MP-2021 ULTIMATE 
 

To:  District Board        October 3, 2022 
 
From:  Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee   

 
Staff recommends the reduction of the discount rate for the Pension plan to 

6.625% and the adoption of the MP-2021 Ultimate mortality improvement scale for 
the 1/1/2022 plan evaluations.  This represents an annual reduction of 1/8th of 1% in 
the discount rate and a move to the most recent mortality table. The impact of this 
recommendation on the 2023 contribution will be a reduction of $476,437 or 5.2% 
from the current 2022 pension contribution of $9,141,064.  
 

At a meeting of the Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee held on 
September 19, 2022, it was:  
 
VOTED: That the Personnel Pension and Insurance Committee recommends to 

the District Board passage of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Pension plan’s discount rate be decreased to 6.625% and to 

adopt the mortality improvement scale MP-2021 Ultimate effective for 
the January 1, 2022 valuation. 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
        
 
 
       John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
       District Clerk 
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PERSONNEL, PENSION AND INSURANCE COMMITTEE 
OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFIT (OPEB) DISCOUNT RATE & 
ADOPTION OF THE MORTALITY IMPROVEMENT SCALE MP-2021 

ULTIMATE 
 

To:  District Board        October 3, 2022 
 
From:  Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee 

 
Staff recommends the reduction of the discount rate for the Other Post-

Employment Benefit (OPEB) plan to 6.625% and the adoption of the MP-2021 
Ultimate mortality improvement scale for the 1/1/2022 plan evaluations.  This 
represents an annual reduction of 1/8th of 1% in the discount rate and a move to the 
most recent mortality table. 
The impact of this recommendation on the 2023 contribution will be a reduction of 
$2,580,330 or 24.1% from the current 2022 OPEB contribution of $10,701,005. 
 

At a meeting of the Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee held on 
September 19, 2022, it was:  
 
VOTED: That the Personnel Pension and Insurance Committee recommends to 

the District Board passage of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Other Post-Employment Benefit (OPEB) plan’s discount rate 

be decreased to 6.625%, future Actuarially Determined Contributions 
include an administrative expense load and to adopt the mortality 
improvement scale MP-2021 Ultimate effective for the January 1, 2022 
valuation. 

 
        
       Respectfully submitted, 
        
 
 
       John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
       District Clerk 

   
 

On motion made by Commissioner Patel and duly seconded, the 
reports for resolutions #11A “Pension Discount Rate and Mortality 
Tables” and #11B “OPEB Discount Rate, Administrative Expenses 
and Mortality Tables” were received and resolutions adopted by 
unanimous vote of those present.   
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COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION  

APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO COMMITTEES 
 
To:   District Board       October 3, 2022 
 
From:   Committee on Organization   
 
At a meeting of the Committee on Organization held on September 19, 2022, it was: 
Voted:   That pursuant to the Charter of the Metropolitan District, the Committee 

on Organization recommends to the District Board the following to serve 
as Citizen Members to serve until December 31, 2023; 

  
Linda Russo of East Hartford – Board of Finance 
Nick Lebron of Hartford – Board of Finance 

 
Further  
Voted:  That the Committee on Organization recommends to the District Board 

the following Bureau, Committee, and Board appointments for the years 
2022 and 2023: 
Bureau of Public Works 
Joan Gentile 
Strategic Planning Committee 
Joan Gentile 
Committee on Technology 
Joan Gentile 

 General Policy & Planning 
Bhupen Patel 
Jean Holloway 

 
       Respectfully submitted, 
        

 
 
John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 

 
Commissioner Pane made a motion to amend the resolution to add 
Commissioner Avedisian to the Internal Audit Committee. Commissioner Pane 
requested a roll call vote. 
 
A roll call vote was taken on the amendment.  

 
The results of the roll call vote: 

 
Ayes: Commissioners David Drake, Peter Gardow, James Healy, Allen 

Hoffman, Maureen Magnan, Jacky Mandyck, and Dominic M. Pane (7) 
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Nays: Commissioners Andrew Adil, Avery Buell, Richard Bush, Donald 

Currey, William A. DiBella, Joan Gentile, Jean Holloway, Byron Lester, 
Diane Lewis, Bhupen Patel, Pasquale J. Salemi, Alvin Taylor, Calixto 
Torres and Richard W. Vicino (14) 

Abstentions: Commissioner Avedisian (1) 
 

The amendment failed. 
 

Commissioner Pane made a motion to amend the resolution to add 
Commissioner Lester to the Internal Audit Committee. Commissioner Lester 

withdrew his name from nomination. 
 

Commissioner Bush made a motion to add a Commissioner to the Internal 
Audit Committee. No action was taken. 

 
Commissioner Buell agreed to hold an Organization meeting to consider an 

appointment to the Internal Audit Committee. 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Taylor and duly seconded, the report was 
received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 

Without objection, no action was taken regarding agenda items #13A “Code of 
Ethics Acknowledgment & Potential Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form” and 

#13B “Revision of Bylaw § B6d ‘Disclosure of Interest.’”  
 
 
 

COMMITTEE ON MDC GOVERNMENT 
REVISION TO DISTRICT BYLAWS 

 
To:      District Board        October 3, 2022 
 
From: Committee on MDC Government  
 
At the January 10, 2022 District Board meeting as part of the resolution organizing 
committee membership for 2022 and 2023, the District Board disbanded and 
dissolved several committees that had been inactive for many years.  One such 
committee was the Farmington River Watershed Advisory Committee which is 
identified in Bylaw § B3a as a continuing standing committee.  Bylaw § B3a should be 
updated to remove the Farmington River Watershed Advisory Committee as a 
standing committee due to its dissolution.   
 

At a meeting of the Committee on MDC Government held on September 28, 
2022, it was:  
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VOTED: That the Committee on MDC Government recommends to the District 
Board passage of the following resolution: 

 
RESOLVED: That the following revision to The Metropolitan District’s Bylaws be 

adopted as follows: 
 
B3a  GENERAL 
The District Board shall be organized into bureaus, commissions and committees as 
follows: 
 1)  As provided by charter: 
  Water Bureau 
  Bureau of Public Works 
  Commission on Regional Planning 
  Board of Finance 
 2)  Continuing standing committees:  
  Committee on Organization  
  Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee  
  Committee on MDC Government  
  Community Affairs Committee  
  Committee on General Policy and Planning  
  Farmington River Watershed Advisory Committee 
  Internal Audit Committee 

3) Special Committees (as may be raised by the District Board from time 
to time). 

 4) The quorum of each standing committee shall be established by the 
respective committee. 

 
The Chairman or presiding officer of any bureau, board, committee or commission 
may participate in the discussion of, or debate concerning, any matter proper to come 
before such bureau, board, committee or commission, without being required to 
relinquish the chair during the discussion, debate and disposition of such matter, and 
may vote on such matter. 
 

       Respectfully submitted, 
        

 
 

John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 

 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Magnan and duly seconded, the report was 
received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 
 
 



THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION                    October 3, 2022   139 
 

2022 DISTRICT BOARD BUDGET  
SEMINARS & CONVENTIONS COMMITMENT ITEM 

 
To:   District Board       October 3, 2022 
 

 Be It Hereby Resolved: That the budgetary commitment item #511100 “Seminars & 
Conventions” within the District Board Administration budget (1100010010) be 
created and funded with $1,000 for the 2022 operating budget as follows: 
 
From Commitment Item: Total 
511110 Business Travel  
511120 Meeting Expenses 
 

$500.00 
$500.00 

Total $1,000.00 
  
To Commitment Item: Total 
  
511100 Seminars & Conventions $1,000.00 
  
Total $1,000.00 

 
 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 
 

John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Torres and duly seconded, the 
report was received and the resolution adopted by majority vote of 
those present. Commissioner Pane opposed. 

 
 

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTE WITH T-MOBILE NORTHEAST LLC 
 

To:     District Board        October 3, 2022 
 

District Staff recommends approval of a tentative agreement to settle a dispute 
regarding additional rent under a certain Standard Lease Agreement between The 
Metropolitan District and T-Mobile Northeast LLC, dated April 15, 1998, as amended.  
This tentative agreement is a full and final settlement of such dispute in the amount of 
$50,000.00.   
 
It is therefore RECOMMENDED that the District Board pass the following resolution: 
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RESOLVED: That pursuant to Section B2f of the By-Laws of The Metropolitan 
District, the Board of Commissioners of The Metropolitan District hereby 
authorizes District Counsel, or his designee, to execute any and all 
documents necessary to effect settlement of a dispute between The 
Metropolitan District and T-Mobile Northeast LLC regarding additional 
rent under a certain Standard Lease Agreement, dated April 15, 1998, 
as amended, in the amount of $50,000.00. 

       Respectfully submitted, 
        

 
 

John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 

 
On motion made by Commissioner Magnan and duly seconded, the report was 

received and the resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Alyssa Peterson of Hartford stated that she hopes that all Commissioners 
understand how important it is to audit and police the MDC, noting that 

every dollar saved matters and can be returned to the budget.  
 

COMMISSIONERS COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS 
 

Commissioner Hoffman noted that he does not remember a time in his 25 
years serving as a Commissioner that a nomination to a Committee has 

been rejected. 
 

Commissioner Currey asked about the water rate that was presented to 
the Board of Finance on September 28th.  

 
Commissioner Adil commented that he attended two of the household 
hazardous waste collections and noted that both were very well run, 

commending the staff who were running these collections. 
 

Commissioner Torres wanted to remind everyone that the MDC is still 
owed millions of dollars by the State of Connecticut for the Hartford 

Landfill and the Buckingham Street garage.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
  The meeting was adjourned at 7:27 PM 
 
  ATTEST: 
 
  John S. Mirtle, Esq.    __________________ 
  District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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