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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 

JOHN J. ROSSI BUILDING  
231 Brainard Road, Hartford 

Monday, September 12, 2016 
 

Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, Luis Caban, Donald M. Currey, William 
A. DiBella, Allen Hoffman, William P. Horan, Kathleen J. Kowalyshyn, 
Joseph H. Kronen, Maureen Magnan, Alphonse Marotta, James S. 
Needham, Whit Osgood, Bhupen Patel, Mark A. Pappa, Hector 
Rivera, Pasquale J. Salemi and Michael Solomonides (17) 

 
Absent: Commissioners Daniel Camilliere, Mary Anne Charron, Timothy 

Curtis, Janice Flemming-Butler, Matthew B. Galligan, Jean Holloway, 
Sandra Johnson, Joseph Klett, Byron Lester, J. Lawrence Price, 
Kennard Ray, Helene Shay, Raymond Sweezy, Richard W. Vicino 
and Special Representative Michael Carrier (15)  

Also 
Present: Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

John M. Zinzarella, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Business Services 
R. Bartley Halloran, District Counsel 
Christopher R. Stone, Assistant District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology 
Kelly Shane, Director of Procurement  
Jenna Lombardo, Manager of Financial Control  
Julie McLaughlin, Special Services Administrator  
Nick Salemi, Special Services Administrator  
James Masse, Network Analyst  
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer  
Cynthia A. Nadolny, Executive Assistant 
Joe Laliberte, CDM Smith  

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman DiBella at 5:36 P.M. 

 
ROLL CALL AND QUORUM 

 
The District Clerk called the roll and informed Chairman DiBella that a quorum of 
the Commission was present, and the meeting was declared a legal meeting of the 
District Board of The Metropolitan District of Hartford County, Connecticut. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

Those in attendance stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Judy Allen of 25 Fowler Drive, West Hartford spoke regarding the following 

submitted written comments: 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
On motion made by Commissioner Caban and duly 
seconded, the meeting minutes of August 1, 2016 were 
approved.   
 
Commissioners Magnan and Needham abstained.  

 
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
 

No report was given. 
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REPORT FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer presented the monthly CEO Report 

 
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNSEL  
 

R. Bartley Halloran, District Counsel, presented the monthly District 
Counsel Report.  
 

 
WATER PLANNING COUNCIL AND WATER UTILITY 

COORDINATING COMMITTEES (WUCCS)  
 

R. Bartley Halloran, District Counsel, gave a presentation 
regarding the Water Planning Council and the WUCC  

 
Commissioners Osgood and Marotta exited the meeting at 6:37 P.M. 

 
 
Without objection, Agenda Items 10A “2016 Operating Budget Transfer” and 
10B “Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Amendment” were consolidated and 
considered together.  

 
BOARD OF FINANCE 

2016 OPERATING BUDGET TRANSFER 
 
 
To:  District Board             September 12, 2016 
 
From:   Board of Finance 
 
The 2016 Metropolitan District operating budget is currently experiencing deficits in 
both the Information Technology and Special Agreements & Programs budgets. 
The Information Technology budget deficit is the result of higher than forecasted 
software maintenance service fees as a result of the IT infrastructure investments 
which have been placed into service during the current year. The Special 
Agreements & Programs budget deficit is due to the District’s portion of increased 
construction associated with Mattabassett District. 
   
CERTIFICATIONS: 

  In accordance with Section 3-8 of the Charter of The Metropolitan 
District, I hereby certify that there exists free from encumbrances, in the following 
appropriation, the amounts listed: 
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 General Water Total 
Department 701 –  
Debt Service 
 

 
$17,400,100.00 

 
$19,101,800.00 

 
$36,501,900.00 

Total $17,400,100.00 $19,101,800.00 $36,501,900.00 

    
             
       John M. Zinzarella 
       Chief Financial Officer 

It is therefore RECOMMENDED that it be: 
 
Voted: That the Board of Finance recommends to the District Board passage 

of the following resolution. 
 
Resolved: That transfers within the 2016 Budget Appropriations be approved as 

follows: 
 
From: General Water Total 
Department 701 –  
Debt Service 
 

 
$205,900.00 

 
$330,100.00 

 
$536,000.00 

Total $205,900.00 $330,100.00 $536,000.00 
 
To: General Water Total 

Department-171 
Information Systems 
 

 
$141,900.00 

 
$288,100.00 

 
$430,000.00 

Department-741 
Special Agreements & 
Programs 
 

 
$64,000.00 

 
$42,000.00 

 
$106,000.00 

Total $205,900.00 $330,100.00 $536,000.00 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
John S. Mirtle, Esq.  
District Clerk  
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BOARD OF FINANCE 
FISCAL YEAR 2016 BUDGET AMENDMENT 

 
 
To:  District Board             September 12, 2016 
 
From:   Board of Finance 
 

The 2016 adopted operating budget contained certain assumptions with 
regard to revenues and the allocation for Employee Benefits.  These assumptions 
included forecasted water consumption, anticipated sludge quantities as well as, 
the successful resolution of the CRRA arbitration in 2016.  As resolution of the 
CRRA arbitration will not be achieved in 2016, the allocation assumptions for 
Employee Benefits has to be adjusted to reflect the revised reality.  Accordingly, 
certain revenue line items in both the water utility and sewer budgets, must also be 
adjusted to ensure that each of their 2016 budgets remain balanced. 

 
Therefore it is RECOMMENDED that it be  
 

Voted: That the 2016 Budget Revenues be amended as follows:  Water 
Budget Revenues Sale of Water of $74,015,300 be reduced by 
$3,320,900 to $70,694,400 and the Sewer Budget Revenues-
Revenue from Other Government Agencies of $3,963,400 be 
increased by $2,000,000 to $5,963,400 and Other Revenues of 
$11,854,700 be increased by $1,320,900 to $13,175,600 and the total 
amount remains $149,287,400. 

 
And that the 2016 Budget Expenditures be amended as follows: 
Water Budget Expenditures-Employee Benefits be reduced by 
$3,320,900 and the Sewer Budget Expenditures-Employee Benefits 
be increased by $3,320,900 and the total amount remains 
$149,287,400 to be referred to the District Board for acceptance and 
approval. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
John S. Mirtle, Esq.  
District Clerk  
 

On motion made by Commissioner Kowalyshyn and duly seconded, 
the reports for resolutions 10A “2016 Operating Budget Transfer” 
and 10B “Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Amendment” were received and 
the resolutions adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 
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SETTLEMENT OF LITIGATION 
 
To:   District Board         September 12, 2016 
 
From:   Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee  
 

Be It Hereby Resolved, that the Board of Commissioners of the 
Metropolitan District hereby authorizes the District Counsel, or his designee, to 
execute a “Settlement Agreement and General Release” with Deborah Smith 
(“Smith”) settling any and all claims Smith has or may have against The 
Metropolitan District (“District”), its subsidiaries, divisions, affiliates and related 
entities, successors and assigns, assets, employee benefit plans or funds, and any 
of its respective past and/or present commissioners, directors, officers, fiduciaries, 
agents, attorneys, trustees, administrators, employees and assigns, specifically 
including its Deputy Chief Executive Officer of Business Services and Chief 
Financial Officer (collectively, “Releasees”),  wherein Smith agrees to execute a 
general release in favor of the Releases and dismiss, with prejudice, the pending 
litigation filed in the United States District Court for the District of Connecticut 
captioned  “Deborah Smith v. Metropolitan District Commission, et al., Civil 
Case No. 3:14-cv-01466 (JBA)”, and in exchange therefore, the District agrees to 
waive any objection to the payment to Smith by the District’s insurer, AIG, the total 
sum of $60,000.00, representing claimed damages including back wages, non-
wage related compensation and attorney’s fees and costs;  

 
Be It Further Resolved, that the general release is subject to review and 

approval by District Counsel as to form and substance; and 
 
Be It Further Resolved, that District Counsel, or his designee, is authorized 

to execute any other documents reasonably necessary to effect this settlement. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
John S. Mirtle, Esq.  
District Clerk 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Magnan and duly 
seconded, the report was received and resolution adopted 
by unanimous vote of those present. 
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SETTLEMENT OF PENDING LITIGATION CLAIM  
 
To:  District Board      September 12, 2016 
 

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that pursuant to Section B2f of the By-Laws of 
The Metropolitan District, the Board of Commissioners of The Metropolitan District 
hereby authorizes District Counsel, or his designee, to settle the lawsuit captioned 
Judy Brusby v. The Metropolitan District et al., Docket No. HHD-CV-11-6024042-S 
("Litigation"), for the total sum of $28,000.00, subject to the proper execution of any 
and all documents reasonably necessary to effect said settlement, including but not 
limited to a general release containing a confidentiality provision from the plaintiff, 
and formal withdrawal of said action. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

John S. Mirtle, Esq.  
District Clerk 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Magnan and duly 
seconded, the report was received and resolution adopted 
by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 Commissioner Kowalyshyn exited the meeting at 6:45 P.M.  

 
 

CLEAN WATER PROJECT AND RELATED CONDEMNATION  
PROCEEDINGS UPDATE 

 
Joe Laliberte, of CDM Smith, gave an update and presentation on the 

Clean Water Project and Related Condemnation Proceedings.  
 

 
OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
Judy Allen, of 25 Fowler Drive, West Hartford submitted written comments and 

spoke regarding the following citizen petition: 
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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION         September 12, 2016  ■  172 
 

 

  



173     September 12, 2016         THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION                  
  

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

  The meeting was adjourned at 7:01 P.M. 
 
  ATTEST: 
 
 
  John S. Mirtle, Esq.    __________________ 
  District Clerk        Date of Approval  
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