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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
REGULAR MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
March 1, 2023 

 
Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Bazzano, Richard Bush, Donald 

Currey, David Drake, John Gale, Joan Gentile, James Healy, Allen 
Hoffman, Dominic Pane, Pasquale Salemi, Alvin Taylor, Calixto Torres, 
James Woulfe and District Chairman William DiBella (15) 

 
Remote 
Attendance: (0)  
 
Absent: Commissioners John Avedisian, Byron Lester, Maureen Magnan, Bhupen 

Patel and David Steuber (5) 
 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Jean Holloway (Remote Attendance) 

Commissioner Jackie Mandyck (Remote Attendance) 
  Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer / Director of Finance (Remote Attendance) 
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology (Remote Attendance)  
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
Diana Phay, Treasury Manager (Remote Attendance) 
Michael Curley, Manager of Technical Services 
Jason Waterbury, Senior Project Manager 
Carrie Blardo, Executive Assistant to the CEO (Remote Attendance) 
Victoria Escoriza, Executive Assistant 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant 
Dave Baker, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 

Wayne Brelsford, IT Consultant (Remote Attendance) 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate (Remote Attendance) 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairperson Hoffman at 4:05 PM 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 

 



BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS       March 1, 2023 ■ 5 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Currey and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of January 24, 2023 were approved. Commissioner Healy 

abstained. 
 

 

BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
BERLIN DEMING ROAD PUMP STATION MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING  

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on March 1, 2023 
 
The District and the Town of Berlin entered into a Satellite Sewer Agreement in January 1968.  
This agreement provided the basis for the conveyance of wastewater from portions of Rocky 
Hill and Newington wastewater to the Mattabassett District WPCF via local sewers in Berlin.   
This was required due to the natural topography of this area, and the desire to convey 
wastewater to a treatment facility with minimal pumping.   The agreement also provided the 
basis for the District’s responsibilities with respect to operations and maintenance (O&M) costs 
and future capital costs of these sewer assets.    
 
One of the key such sewer assets is the Deming Road sewer pump station.   Due to aging 
assets and increasing O&M costs associated with this pump station, the Town of Berlin is 
proceeding with a construction project to replace this pump station.   District staff have 
reviewed and approved the final design documents for this construction project.   As such, a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) has been developed to establish the roles and 
responsibilities of both the District and the Town of Berlin for the execution of this project 
through the cconstruction phase.   Costs are proportioned between the District and the Town 
based on available flow data at this time, with the intention that these flows can be reconciled 
at some routine basis, such as annually. 
 
Staff has reviewed the proposed agreement and has determined that approval of the 
agreement is in the best interests of the District.   
 
It is therefore RECOMMENDED that it be:  
  
VOTED:         That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 

passage of the following resolution: 
  
RESOLVED:  That the Bureau of Public Works of The Metropolitan District hereby 

recommends to the Board of Commissioners of The Metropolitan District 
the approval of the attached Memorandum of Understanding between The 
Metropolitan District and the Town of Berlin (hereinafter, the 
“Memorandum of Understanding”); and  

 
FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That the Metropolitan District execute the Memorandum of Understanding 
in the form attached hereto; and  
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FURTHER RESOLVED: 
 

That Scott Jellison, as Chief Executive Officer of the Metropolitan District, 
is authorized and directed to execute and deliver the Memorandum of 
Understanding on behalf of The Metropolitan District and to do and 
perform all acts and things which he deems to be necessary or 
appropriate to carry out the terms of the Service Agreement.  

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by Commissioner Currey and duly seconded, the 
report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of 

those present. 
 
 
 

712 CEDAR STREET, NEWINGTON 
ENCROACHMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 
To: Bureau of Public Works for consideration on March 1, 2023 
 
 On February 10, 2023, Aaron Packard of Gold Coast Properties CT1, LLC, (“Gold 
Coast” or “Owner”) current owners of the above-referenced property (the “Property”), 
requested an amendment be made to the previously approved resolution to grant permission 
from The Metropolitan District (“MDC” or “District”) to encroach on the MDC’s existing twenty-
foot-wide (20’) sewer easement situated on the Property (the “Easement”) for the purpose of 
constructing and installing site improvements for and in connection with a proposed hotel 
development project.  This encroachment was previously approved by the BPW at a meeting 
held on June 9, 2021, the activities for which encroachment are shown on the attached map 
(the “Map,” and such BPW approval is hereinafter referred to as the “Prior Approval”).  This 
request is to extend the deadline for execution and recording of the encroachment agreement 
authorized under the Prior Approval because the Owner failed to so execute and record such 
agreement within the three (3) month deadline (from the completion of the sale of the Property 
to Owner) set forth in the Prior Approval.    
 

As previously approved, the proposed work has not changed and it entails: installing 
electrical and telecommunication lines, as well as a sanitary sewer lateral, gas service and 
water service within the Easement as shown on the Map (collectively, the “Improvements”). 
Eversource will require a fifteen-foot-wide (15’) easement (centered on these lines) which will 
overlap perpendicularly with the Easement (the “Eversource Easement”). The Sewer was built 
in 1994 and the Easement was acquired by the MDC through the MDC Capital Improvement 
Project known as “724 Cedar Street, Newington” and filed on the Newington land records in 
Volume 986, at Page 71. 

 
MDC staff has concluded that the Improvements are minor and that there will be no 

detriment to the Sewer as a result, provided all the terms and conditions for these 
Improvements set forth in the Prior Approval and this resolution are complied with by Owner 
and any other party authorized by Owner to perform such Improvements. 
 
 A formal encroachment agreement shall be executed between Gold Coast and MDC, 
consistent with current practice involving similar requests, and filed on the Town of Newington 
land records.  
 
 It is RECOMMENDED that it be 
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VOTED: That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board 
passage of the following resolution: 

 
RESOLVED: That the Chairman or Vice Chairman of the District Board be authorized to 

execute an agreement, subject to: (i) all the terms and conditions for the 
Improvements in the Prior Approval, which terms and conditions are 
hereby incorporated into and made a part of this resolution, as well as: (ii) 
approval of form and content by District Counsel, granting permission to 
Gold Coast Properties CT1, LLC to encroach upon the MDC’s existing 
twenty-foot-wide (20’) sanitary sewer easement situated on the Property in 
order to: (i) perform the work for the Improvements in connection with the 
planned redevelopment of the Property as shown on plans submitted by 
VHB, Proposed Hotel Development, Fenn Road & Cedar Street, 
Newington, Connecticut, Utility Plan C-4 and (ii) maintain, repair and 
replace such Improvements, provided that the District shall not be held 
liable for any cost or damage of any kind from the present and in the 
following years as a result of any encroachment authorized hereby, and 
further provided that such agreement shall not be effective until fully 
executed by The Metropolitan District and Gold Coast Properties CT1, 
LLC, and recorded on the Newington land records.  In the event that such 
full execution and recording does not occur within three (3) months of the 
date of this resolution, then such resolution shall be null and void, and of 
no further force and effect. 

 
 

    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
    Scott W. Jellison 
    Chief Executive Officer 
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On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, the report 
was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of those present. 

 
 

RECENT EPA INSPECTION 
 

Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison discussed the recent EPA inspection, explaining to 
Commissioners that the planned EPA visit was scheduled prior to recent news reports about 
Hartford street flooding. The EPA representatives reviewed compliance and financial aspects 
of the EPA Consent Decree and Connecticut DEEP Consent Order. The MDC is awaiting a 

report by EPA about the visit.  
 

SEWAGE SLUDGE INCINERATORS 
 

Director of Facilities Tom Tyler updated the Bureau on sewage sludge incinerators, including 
sludge revenue, and recent testing resulting in 100% compliance on all pollutants. He informed 

the Bureau that, with all results being below the 75% pollutant limit, the District will have the 
ability to seek a waiver for the EPA required testing for a two-year period. 
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680 FRANKLIN AVE HARTFORD PLAYGROUND IMPROVEMENTS 
 

Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison and District Counsel Christopher Stone discussed a 
potential additional $25,000 cost to the District to install futsal courts instead of the previously 

agreed upon basketball courts as part of a Memorandum of Understanding to replace the 
former tennis courts at 680 Franklin Ave, Hartford.  

 
COMMISSIONER REQUESTS FOR FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Chief Executive Officer Scott Jellison informed the Bureau that there were many items coming 

to future agendas including metering sewer only customers in Farmington, Significant 
Industrial User/Miscellaneous Industrial User permits, the North Hartford watershed study, and 

sewer ordinances changes related to the NPDES permits. 
 

Commissioner Salemi requested that Commissioners be provided access to the GIS system 
as they did in the past. 

 
Commissioner Torres informed the Bureau and staff of a conversation he had with a member 
of the Hartford Flood Commission who was unaware of the issues regarding the North Branch 
of the Park River and Commissioner Torres wondered what kind of authority the Hartford Flood 
Commission has over dredging the river. He also asked to look at replacing catch basins that 

are safer for bicyclists as member towns move toward more bike accessible lanes.  
 

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:11 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    _________________ 
District Clerk        Date of Approval 


