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BOARD OF FINANCE 
SPECIAL MEETING 

The Metropolitan District 
555 Main Street, Hartford 

Wednesday, October 26, 2022 
 

PRESENT: Commissioner Donald Currey, Allen Hoffman, and District 
Chairman William DiBella; Citizen Member Linda Russo (4) 

 
REMOTE 
ATTENDANCE:  Commissioner Andrew Adil; Citizen Members Drew Iacovazzi, 

Linda King-Corbin and Awet Tsegai (4) 
 
ABSENT:  Commissioner Pasquale J. Salemi and Citizen Member Nick Lebron 

 (2) 
 
ALSO  
PRESENT:  Commissioner Richard Bush (Remote Attendance) 
   Commissioner Peter Gardow (Remote Attendance) 
   Commissioner Joan Gentile (Remote Attendance) 
   Commissioner Jacqueline Mandyck  
   Commissioner Dominic Pane (Remote Attendance) 

Commissioner Alvin Taylor 
Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 
Christopher Stone, District Counsel 
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer  
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer  
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer  
Susan Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Services  
Thomas Tyler, Director of Facilities  
Tra Phan, Controller (Remote Attendance) 
Lisa Remsen, Manager of Budget and Analysis  
Nefertere Whittingham, Financial Analyst (Remote Attendance)  
Shereese Rodgers, Senior Financial Analyst (Remote Attendance) 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer 
Julie Price, Executive Assistant (Remote Attendance) 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate  

 
CALL TO ORDER 

 
 Vice Chairman Allen Hoffman called the meeting to order at 12:05 PM 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Judy Allen of West Hartford stated that Niagara benefited $343,000 from discounts 

in the first nine months of 2022. She stated that other water utility’s economic 
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development rates phase out over several years and recommends beginning to 
phase out Niagara’s rate beginning this year. 

 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 

 
On motion made by Commissioner Adil and duly seconded, the meeting 

minutes of September 28, 2022 were approved. 
 

2023 DISTRICT BUDGET DISCUSSION  
 

Chief Financial Officer Robert Barron presented on the Fiscal Year 2023 Budget. Chief 
Executive Officer Scott Jellison, Chief Administrative Officer Kelly Shane, and Mr. Barron then 

led a discussion on the proposed budget. 
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Judy Allen of West Hartford stated that Niagara responds to market conditions and that non-
high-volume customers have their rates changed annually, unlike Niagara. She reiterated her 
recommendation that the economic development rate discount begin to phase out over the 

course of several years.  
 
 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS & QUESTIONS 
 

Commissioner Adil thanked the staff for their work putting together this budget and stated that 
it will be easier to bring this budget to his Mayor than in prior years. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 1:10 PM 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
John S. Mirtle, Esq.   _________________ 
District Clerk    Date of Approval 

 


