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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

555 Main Street, Hartford 
Monday, May 16, 2022 

 
Present: Commissioners Richard Bush, David Drake, Allen Hoffman, Bhupen Patel, 

Raymond Sweezy, Alvin Taylor, Calixto Torres, Richard W. Vicino and 
District Chairman William DiBella (9) 

Remote 
Attendance: Commissioners Donald Currey, James Healy and Maureen Magnan (3)  
 
Absent: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Avedisian, Byron Lester, Alphonse 

Marotta, Dominic Pane and James Woulfe (6) 
Also  
Present: Commissioner Pasquale Salemi  

Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 
Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Robert Barron, Chief Financial Officer / Director of Finance (Remote Attendance) 
Sue Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
David Rutty, Director of Operations 
Jason Waterbury, Manager of Engineering Services  
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology (Remote Attendance)  
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer  
Victoria Escoriza, Executive Assistant 
Joseph Szerejko, Independent Consumer Advocate 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Richard Vicino at 4:00 PM  
 

Commissioner Bush entered the meeting at 4:03 PM  
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Independent Consumer Advocate Joseph Szerejko speaking on behalf of property owners of 
Magnolia Street and Albany Avenue requested a more thorough investigation to determine that 

no sewer water entered the properties. He requested the following letter and PowerPoint 
presentation submitted by Upper Albany Main Street be included in the meeting minutes:  
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Joan Facey, owner of 677 Albany Avenue, Hartford spoke to dispute the findings of MDC’s 
investigation into the flooding issue at Magnolia Street and Albany Avenue.  

 
June Lyons of Hartford spoke regarding environmental justice and to seek environmental 

cleanup of the 59 Magnolia Street demolished building foundation.  
 

Burnell Bourgeois of the Northend Church of Christ spoke regarding the source of water 
damage to the Church.  He submitted the following photos to be entered into the record.   
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Christopher Williams of the Northend Church of Christ disputed water entering the church 
basement through windows due to the pitch of the building.  He made a requested resolution to 
restore and make whole the properties to their original state and compensate the owners for all 

other damages that residents have discovered after the blocked sewer lateral.   
 

Caleb Eason of the Northend Church of Christ stated that the church was not impacted by the 
storms in August and September 2021.  He said that no water entered through the windows or 

the doors.  
 

Ellsworth Cross of Hartford stated he is looking for a resolution that will restore trust in the 
MDC.  He spoke regarding going into the basement of Ms. Facey’s building to pump out water.  

 
Marilyn Risi, Executive Director of Upper Albany Main Street Inc., spoke regarding MDC 

design drawings, the sanitary sewer connections, and MDC claim handling.  She requested 
and suggested that properties be abandoned or sanitized with environmental testing and 

occupants be justly compensated. 
Independent Consumer Advocate Joseph Szerejko made closing remarks to state several 
facts that appear undisputed including that the sewer was cut and capped, several months 
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later both properties suffered water damage, and in October 2021 the sewer connection was 
reestablished.  He believes the customer deserves a more thorough investigation.  

 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly seconded, the meeting 
minutes of March 17, 2022 and public hearing minutes of April 13, 2022  

were approved.  
 

Without objection, Agenda Items #4 Establishing and Levying 
Supplemental Assessment against: #4A“36 Lewis Street, Hartford” #4B 
“38-42 Elm Street, Hartford”, #4C “50 Morgan Street, Hartford” and #4D 

“170 Ridge Road, Wethersfield”  were consolidated and considered 
together. 

 
REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

36 LEWIS STREET HARTFORD 
 

To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
 

 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a public 
hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced property.  A 
public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  The property 
owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to this 
supplemental benefit assessment. 

 
District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing recommend 

levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is 
RECOMMENDED that it be 

 
VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 36 Lewis Street in Hartford, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, and thereafter published and noticed 
in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the schedule of 
flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property used or zoned 
for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit allowed by 
zoning on a buildable lot.   
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILABILITY OF  

SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES OWNED BY 36 LEWIS STREET LLC AND LOCATED AT  

36 LEWIS STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
APRIL 13, 2022 

 
The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the 36 LEWIS 
STREET, HARTFORD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the City of Hartford, The 
Metropolitan District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $4,140.00 [(six 
(6) residential units x $1,655.00 = $9,930.00 - $5,790.00) (credit of $4,135.00 prior commercial 
use + $1,655.00 prior residential unit = $5,790.00)]. 

DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS 
 

Property now or Formerly of Number   Dwelling 
Units 

 Assessment 

       
   LEWIS STREET – EAST SIDE       

 
   36 LEWIS STREET LLC  

 

 
36 

 
 

  
6 

  
$4,140.00 

 
      Total Direct Benefit Assessments        $4,140.00 

 
REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

38-42 ELM STREET HARTFORD 
 

To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
  

 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a public 
hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced property.  A 
public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  The property 
owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to this 
supplemental benefit assessment. 
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 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing 
recommend levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 

 
After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is RECOMMENDED 

that it be 
 

VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 38-42 Elm Street in Hartford, be 
levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, and thereafter published and noticed 
in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the schedule of 
flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property used or zoned 
for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit allowed by 
zoning on a buildable lot.   

  
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILIABLITY OF 
SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES OWNED BY PEABODY UNLIMITED LLC AND LOCATED AT  

38-42 ELM STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
APRIL 13, 2022 

 
The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the 38-42 
ELM STREET, HARTFORD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the City of Hartford, The 
Metropolitan District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $5,795.00 [(six 
(6) residential units x $1,655.00 = $9,930.00 - $4,135.00) (credit for prior commercial use = 
$4,135.00)]. 
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DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENT 
 

Property now or Formerly of Number Dwelling 
Units 

Assessment 

    
   ELM STREET – NORTH SIDE    

 
   PEABODY UNLIMITED LLC  

 

 
38-42 

 
6 

 
$5,795.00 

 
 Total Direct Benefit Assessments   $5,795.00 

 
REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 

50 MORGAN STREET HARTFORD 
 

To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
  

 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a public 
hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced property.  A 
public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  The property 
owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to this 
supplemental benefit assessment. 

 
 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing 

recommend levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is RECOMMENDED 
that it be 

 
 
VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 50 Morgan Street in Hartford, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, and thereafter published and noticed 
in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the schedule of 
flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property used or zoned 
for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit allowed by 
zoning on a buildable lot.   
 
  

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILIABLITY OF 
SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES OWNED BY SHELBOURNE ALEXA LLC AND LOCATED AT  

50 MORGAN STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
APRIL 13, 2022 

 
The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the CROWNE 
PLAZA HOTEL, 50 MORGAN ST, HARTFORD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the City of Hartford, The 
Metropolitan District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $155,430.00 [two 
hundred fifty-two (252) residential units x $1,655.00 = $417,060.00 - $261,630.00 (a credit for 
the prior existing three hundred forty-two (342) hotel rooms x $765.00)]. 

DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENT 
 

Property now or Formerly of Number Dwelling Units Assessment 
    

   50 MORGAN STREET     
 

   SHELBOURNE ALEXA LLC  
 

 
50 

 
252 

 
$155,430.00 

 Total Direct Benefit Assessments $155,430.00 
 

REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
170 RIDGE ROAD WETHERSFIELD 

 
To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
  

 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a public 
hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced property.  A 
public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  The property 
owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to this 
supplemental benefit assessment. 

 
 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing 

recommend levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is RECOMMENDED 
that it be 
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VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 170 Ridge Road in Wethersfield, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Wethersfield, Connecticut, and thereafter published and 
noticed in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the 
schedule of flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property 
used or zoned for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit 
allowed by zoning on a buildable lot.   
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
 

SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILIABLITY OF 
SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 

STRUCTURES OWNED BY 170 RIDGE ROAD, LLC AND LOCATED AT  
170 RIDGE ROAD, WETHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

 
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 

555 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 

APRIL 13, 2022 
 

The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the 170 
RIDGE ROAD, WETHERSFIELD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the Town of Wethersfield, The 
Metropolitan District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $49,378.58 
[(thirty-two (32) residential units x $1,655.00 = $52,960.00 - $3,581.42) (a credit for the initial 
assessment of the Property: 2.164 acres x $1,655.00)]. 

DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS 
 

Property now or Formerly of Number Dwelling 
Units 

Assessment 

    
   RIDGE ROAD – EAST SIDE    

 
   170 RIDGE ROAD, LLC  

 

 
170 

 
32 

 
$49,378.58 
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 Total Direct Benefit Assessments $49,378.58 
 
 

On motion made by District Chairman DiBella and duly seconded, the 
reports for resolutions Items #4 Establishing and Levying Supplemental 

Assessment against: #4A“36 Lewis Street, Hartford” #4B “38-42 Elm Street, 
Hartford”, #4C “50 Morgan Street, Hartford” and #4D “170 Ridge Road, 

Wethersfield” were received and the resolutions adopted by unanimous 
vote of those present. 

 
 

STREET FLOODING AT MAGNOLIA ST/ALBANY AVE HARTFORD  
 

Chief Operating Officer Christopher Levesque presented regarding street flooding at Magnolia 
Street and Albany Avenue, Hartford.  
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OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Judy Allen, of West Hartford, spoke to express that she believes most areas of the District 
service areas that have old records or inaccurate records are likely areas facing economic 

challenges which raises environmental justice issues. 
 

Ellsworth Cross spoke to suggest that house connection file that was shown on the 
presentation shows that the lateral serves multiple properties. He also stated that he was 

personally on site at 65 Magnolia Street to pump out sewage.  
 

Joan Facey responded to questions asked by the Bureau during discussion to clarify that she 
never said there was 2 feet of water going into her property and said there was no water 

coming through doors and certain sections of 677 Albany Avenue, and that the front of the 
building does not have a basement.  She stated that the hood system from the restaurant is an 

air intake, and could not have discharged grease onto the flat roof.  
 

Independent Consumer Advocate Joseph Szerejko reiterated that the affected properties are a 
restaurant and house of worship that deserve clean, sanitary and safe facilities.  

 
Burnell Bourgeois responded to questions asked by the Bureau during discussion as to why 

they did not contact the MDC between demolition of 59 Magnolia Street and the August 
storms.  He stated that they did call the City of Hartford.   

 
 
 
 
 



BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS       May 16, 2022 ■ 73 
 
 

 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS & QUESTIONS  

 
Commissioner Bush expressed his sympathy to what occurred at the properties on behalf of 

himself and everyone in the room.   
 

Commissioner Sweezy inquired about the next steps to take.  
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:22 PM 
 
ATTEST: 
 

 
John S. Mirtle    _________________ 
District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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