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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS 
SPECIAL MEETING 

MONDAY, MAY 16, 2022 
4:00 PM 

Location 
Board Room 
District Headquarters 
555 Main Street, Hartford 

Dial in #: (415)-655-0001; 
Access Code: 43808661#  
Meeting Video Link 

Commissioners Magnan 
Adil Marotta 
Avedisian Pane 
Bush Patel 
Currey Sweezy 
DiBella (Ex-Officio) Taylor 
Drake  Torres 
Healy Vicino (C) 
Hoffman (VC) Woulfe 
Lester  
Quorum: 9 

1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS

3. APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES OF MARCH 17, 2022 AND PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES OF
APRIL 13, 2022

4. CONSIDERATION AND POTENTIAL ACTION RE: ESTABLISHING AND LEVYING
SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT AGAINST:

A. 36 LEWIS STREET HARTFORD
B. 38-42 ELM STREET HARTFORD
C. 50 MORGAN STREET HARTFORD
D. 170 RIDGE ROAD WETHERSFIELD

5. DISCUSSION RE: STREET FLOODING AT MAGNOLIA ST/ALBANY AVE HARTFORD

6. OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS

7. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS & QUESTIONS

8. ADJOURNMENT

https://themdc.webex.com/themdc/j.php?MTID=m8b24b56bff6506680a7de8ba4dd42e91


4A-1 

REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
36 LEWIS STREET HARTFORD 

 
 
To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
 
 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a 
public hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced 
property.  A public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  
The property owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to 
this supplemental benefit assessment. 
 
 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing recommend 
levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is 
RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
 
VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 36 Lewis Street in Hartford, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, and thereafter published and noticed 
in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the schedule of 
flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property used or zoned 
for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit allowed by zoning 
on a buildable lot.   
 

 
 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4A-2 

 
SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILABILITY OF  

SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES OWNED BY 36 LEWIS STREET LLC AND LOCATED AT  

36 LEWIS STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
 

APRIL 13, 2022 
 
 

The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the 36 LEWIS 
STREET, HARTFORD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the City of Hartford, The Metropolitan 
District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $4,140.00 [(six (6) residential 
units x $1,655.00 = $9,930.00 - $5,790.00) (credit of $4,135.00 prior commercial use + 
$1,655.00 prior residential unit = $5,790.00)]. 

 
DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS 

 
Property now or Formerly of Number   Dwelling 

Units 
 Assessment 

       
   LEWIS STREET – EAST SIDE       

 
   36 LEWIS STREET LLC  

 

 
36 

 
 

  
6 

  
$4,140.00 

 
    

    Total Direct Benefit Assessments        $4,140.00 
 



4B-1 

REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
38-42 ELM STREET HARTFORD 

 
 
To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
  
 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a 
public hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced 
property.  A public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  
The property owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to 
this supplemental benefit assessment. 
 
 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing recommend 
levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is 
RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
 
VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 38-42 Elm Street in Hartford, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, and thereafter published and noticed 
in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the schedule of 
flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property used or zoned 
for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit allowed by zoning 
on a buildable lot.   

 
 

 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4B-2 

 
SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILIABLITY OF 

SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES OWNED BY PEABODY UNLIMITED LLC AND LOCATED AT  

38-42 ELM STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
 

APRIL 13, 2022 
 
 

The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the 38-42 ELM 
STREET, HARTFORD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the City of Hartford, The Metropolitan 
District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $5,795.00 [(six (6) residential 
units x $1,655.00 = $9,930.00 - $4,135.00) (credit for prior commercial use = $4,135.00)]. 

 
DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENT 

 
Property now or Formerly of Number Dwelling Units Assessment 

    
   ELM STREET – NORTH SIDE    

 
   PEABODY UNLIMITED LLC  

 

 
38-42 

 
6 

 
$5,795.00 

 
 Total Direct Benefit Assessments   $5,795.00 

 



4C-1 

REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
50 MORGAN STREET HARTFORD 

 
 
To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
  
 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a 
public hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced 
property.  A public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  
The property owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to 
this supplemental benefit assessment. 
 
 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing recommend 
levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is 
RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
 
VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 50 Morgan Street in Hartford, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Hartford, Connecticut, and thereafter published and noticed 
in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the schedule of 
flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property used or zoned 
for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit allowed by zoning 
on a buildable lot.   
 

 
 

 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4C-2 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILIABLITY OF 
SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 
STRUCTURES OWNED BY SHELBOURNE ALEXA LLC AND LOCATED AT  

50 MORGAN STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 
 
 

THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 
555 Main Street 

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
 

APRIL 13, 2022 
 
 

The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the CROWNE 
PLAZA HOTEL, 50 MORGAN ST, HARTFORD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the City of Hartford, The Metropolitan 
District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $155,430.00 [two hundred fifty-
two (252) residential units x $1,655.00 = $417,060.00 - $261,630.00 (a credit for the prior 
existing three hundred forty-two (342) hotel rooms x $765.00)]. 

 
DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENT 

 
Property now or Formerly of Number Dwelling Units Assessment 

    
   50 MORGAN STREET     

 
   SHELBOURNE ALEXA LLC  

 

 
50 

 
252 

 
$155,430.00 

 Total Direct Benefit Assessments $155,430.00 
 



4D-1 

REPORT OF HEARING AND SUPPLEMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
170 RIDGE ROAD WETHERSFIELD 

 
 
To:  Bureau of Public Works for consideration on May 16, 2022 
  
 On March 25, 2022, a proposed supplemental benefit assessment and notice of a 
public hearing on the same was mailed to the property owner of the above-referenced 
property.  A public hearing was held on April 13, 2022, chaired by Commissioner Hoffman.  
The property owner did not attend the hearing or submit any documentation in opposition to 
this supplemental benefit assessment. 
 
 District staff and the Commissioner presiding over the public hearing recommend 
levying the supplemental benefit assessment. 
 

After consideration of the above and record of the public hearing, it is 
RECOMMENDED that it be 
 
 
VOTED: That a supplemental benefit assessment for 170 Ridge Road in Wethersfield, be 

levied, and the supplemental benefit assessment so levied shall be filed in the 
office of the clerk of Wethersfield, Connecticut, and thereafter published and 
noticed in accordance with Connecticut General Statutes §7-250, using the 
schedule of flat rates adopted and effective as of August 7, 2017 for property 
used or zoned for two (2) or more dwelling units at $1,655.00 per dwelling unit 
allowed by zoning on a buildable lot.   
 

 
 

 
      

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 

Scott W. Jellison 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



4D-2 

 
 

SCHEDULE OF BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS UPON THE AVAILIABLITY OF 
SANITARY SEWERS FOR CONSTRUCTED OR EXPANDED BUILDINGS OR 

STRUCTURES OWNED BY 170 RIDGE ROAD, LLC AND LOCATED AT  
170 RIDGE ROAD, WETHERSFIELD, CONNECTICUT 

 
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 

555 Main Street 
Hartford, Connecticut 06103 

 
APRIL 13, 2022 

 
 

The following schedule of benefit assessments has been determined relative to the availability 
of sanitary sewers for certain constructed or expanded buildings or structures at the 170 RIDGE 
ROAD, WETHERSFIELD (the “Development”).   

Assessments are based on the “SCHEDULE OF FLAT RATES SEWER ASSESSMENTS, 
CONNECTION CHARGES AND OUTLET CHARGES" adopted August 7, 2017, at $111.50 
per front foot or adjusted foot, $4,420.00 per inlet or lateral, and $1,665.00 per dwelling unit. 

Based on the information of the Development provided by the Town of Wethersfield, The 
Metropolitan District's assessment of the sanitary sewer availability benefit is $49,378.58 
[(thirty-two (32) residential units x $1,655.00 = $52,960.00 - $3,581.42) (a credit for the initial 
assessment of the Property: 2.164 acres x $1,655.00)]. 

 
DIRECT BENEFIT ASSESSMENTS 

 
Property now or Formerly of Number Dwelling 

Units 
Assessment 

    
   RIDGE ROAD – EAST SIDE    

 
   170 RIDGE ROAD, LLC  

 

 
170 

 
32 

 
$49,378.58 

  
 Total Direct Benefit Assessments $49,378.58 
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PROPERTY RECONNECTION 65 MAGNOLIA ST/ COMMERCIAL 677-681 ALBANY AVENUE 

Location: 

CONTACT: 

ADDRESS: 

677 Albany Avenue . 

Joan P. Facey 

677 Albany Avenue 
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BUSINESS: Ochie's Kitchen 

USAGE: Retail/Residential 

YEAR BUILT: Before 1920. 

TOWN/ZIP: Hartford CT 06112 , __ . _____ __ _ , , LOT SIZE: .163 Acre (7,110 Sq. Ft.)
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Ave., I have concluded the sewer lateral serving these properties was in
fact unknowingly disconnected by the City of Hartford ‘s contractor as
part of a demolition contract for 59 Magnolia St. in July 2021. MDC did
issue the appropriate permit in June 2021 for the cutting and capping
of this same sewer service.  However, at no time was either MDC nor the
COH aware this sewer connection also served 677 Albany Ave. and 689
Albany Ave. Moreover, the damage claimed to have been incurred to
these properties was a direct result of the August 19 and September 1,
2021 storms where water entered the building via the front doors as
well as the roof because of standing water on the flat portion of the
roof of the restaurant kitchen. 
 
For 689 Albany Avenue, there are photographs showing pumping of
water from the basement and visible evidence of water marks
approximately 12-16” high on the basement wall.  There is evidence
that water entered the basement from street level through basement
windows.  A potentially failed backwater valve in the basement could
have resulted in some water backing up in to the basement but the
primary cause appears to be surface water entering through the
basement windows.  Attached you will find our letter dated April 18, 2022
which was communicated in person directly to Ms. Facey and Mr. Lane at a
meeting held April 19th, in the UAMS office.
 
To summarize, I visited the site on April 5 with District Chairman
DiBella, COO Levesque, Director of Operations Rutty and Claims Agent
Owens to perform a detailed inspection of 677 and 689 Albany Ave. with
Ms. Facey and Mr. Lane. During the walk thru with Ms. Facey, she
immediately engaged me on Magnolia St. where I parked my truck, and
proceeded to tell me there was 3 feet of water in the road the day in which
she suffered damages. I asked her if that was the day of the August 19th

storm and she indicted it was. I asked her if she also had 2 feet of water on
Albany Ave. that day and did the water come in through the front door as
other property owners had reported. Ms. Facey indicated not only did
water come from the front door but she proceeded to give us a tour of the
property where 3 businesses reside, built slab on grade in 1920’s as an
addition to her main property on 677 Albany Ave., which shares a flat roof.



Ms. Facey proceeded to tell us about how there was 2 feet of water on the
roof, and human waste coming from the roof, down the walls which
destroyed her kitchen, the barber shop and cell phone businesses.
 
For 677 Albany Ave, we toured the barber shop and the cell phone
businesses, where I spoke directly with each proprietor and they both
indicated water was pouring into the property from the front door as well
as the roof the day of the August 19 storm. I had my staff inspect the roof
system above to determine if the roof flashing had failed or whether the
roof drain clogged. A CCTV inspection of the roof drain identified an
extensive grease buildup in the roof leader which is connected to the
sanitary sewer lateral and the kitchen plumbing. It was further determined
that an old restaurant kitchen exhaust hood was venting grease out and
onto this flat roof thus resulting in water/grease runoff into the roof drain
inlet. Ms. Facey pointed out the fact a new kitchen hood was recently
installed, venting out the side wall of her property rather than up through
the roof, which indicates someone was aware of the grease problem
occurring previously.
 
Further investigation showed that rain water penetrated into the building
through this old exhaust vent roof penetration, resulting in the reports of
soaking and ultimate collapse of the acoustic ceiling tiles in the businesses.
No water damage was evident in the lower basement as water marks
on mechanicals and foundation walls were non-existent.  The basement
also had visible undisturbed dirt and rubbish such as little pieces of paper
which indicates that no flooding occurred within the basement.  Such dirt
and rubbish would have been washed away in a basement flooding, or at
the very least washed away to a certain area of the basement.  Also, all
mechanicals in the basement are functioning and do not require
replacement due to the absence of water damage.
 
The District also performed a detailed inspection of the Church at 689
Albany Ave.  Approximately 12-16 inches of water accumulated in the
basement as evidenced by water marks on the basement walls. There was
also signs of water entering through the basement windows.  The District
identified a potential failed backwater valve. The property owner



explained to the District that all mechanicals except for the hot water
heater were operational. Despite its ongoing claims investigation, as a
courtesy I felt compelled to replace the hot water heater for the Church
the same day.
 
I requested Ms. Facey and Mr. Lane provide The District with any receipts
and additional photos that could help document the damage and repairs
justifying the $260,000.00 demand submitted BPW via the District Board.
Receipts and photos were not provided that day. MDC explained to the
property owner the issues related to grease buildup which resulted in the
flooding of the flat roof and ultimately the damage to the kitchen ceiling.
 On April 14, 2022, the property owner provided approximately $3,000.00
in receipts of claimed repair expenses and one picture showing a collapsed
ceiling tile.  No pictures showing standing water in the basement were
provided although we were told there were plenty of pictures taken,
until our meeting at UAMS offices on April 18, 2022.  This picture shows
2 inches of clear water which is clearly not sanitary sewer at the
midlevel basement area.
 
Given the fact the sewer lateral was physically disconnected in July and yet
MDC received no calls from these property owners until the day after the
August 19, 2021 storm, makes it very clear, the MDC sewer system did not
surcharge these properties as suggested in the complaint and
expressed to the Board on 2 occasions.. On September 3, when MDC
realized the flood waters were not draining properly from the basement
because of the August storm, MDC notified the property owners including
the Hartford Land Trust a new lateral would need to be installed to service
these properties.  It wasn’t till Oct. 23, 2022 that the COH’s contractor
reconnected the service at 59 Magnolia which in turn reestablished
service to 677 and 689 Albany Ave.
 
The most probable explanation as to why the properties being
disconnected from the MDC sewer system for over a month and yet didn’t
experience any sewer backups was possibly because the piping capacity in
the private laterals was large enough to store excess flow from the
properties and the fact MDC discovered during our subsurface



investigation that as part of the demolition of 59 Magnolia, one of the
sewer pipe risers within the foundation was not capped properly.
Therefore, this demolition foundation may have been acting as an overflow
point in the sewer service for these properties. A proper inspection by the
COH building official required as part of a demolition process, which
unfortunately was not documented, could have raised a red flag to the COH
and the MDC. MDC did request a copy of any COH demolition permit
inspection report. The COH paid for the tenants to be moved into
temporary housing, and is probably why very little waste was being
generated.
 
Although MDC believes we have no responsibility to the reported damage
incurred because it was a result of surface water due to historic storms,
the shared sewer connection should be abandoned and new individual
sewer connections installed to avoid potential future issues as a result of
the connections going through the demolished foundation of 59 Magnolia
Street. 
 
The District offered to the property owners during the April 18th meeting,
to relocate the sewer connections for both 677 Albany Ave. and 689
Albany Ave. and provide each building its own direct connection to the
public sewer main located in the street at MDC expense.  The cost of such
relocation work is ultimately the property owners’ responsibility by MDC
Ordinances, however the District offered to pay such costs to resolve the
property damage claims. The estimated cost to relocate both connections
is $30,000 – $50,000. 
 
At our meeting of April 18th , Ms. Facey and UAMS staff declined our offer
and restated their demand remains the $260,000 submitted in their
written comments to the Board and BPW. I reiterated the importance of
cleaning the grease from the plumbing system and fixing the roof drains
before the next storm creates another flood within the property. I also
reminded the group, independent of a successful claim against the MDC,
the property owner is ultimately responsible for maintaining and
replacement of their sewer laterals at their own expense. MDC believes
this is an extremely fair offer, however if they need time to reconsider our



offer they could contact Assistant District Counsel John Mirtle.

We have not been contacted yet as to their decision regarding our offer.

Have a good weekend!!

Scott W. Jellison, P.E.
Chief Executive Officer
The Metropolitan District
555 Main Street
Hartford, CT 06104
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