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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 
Remote Only Meeting  

Hartford, Connecticut 06103 
Monday, March 1, 2021 

 
Present: Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Avedisian, Clifford Avery Buell, 

Richard Bush, Donald Currey, William A. DiBella, David Drake, Peter 
Gardow, James Healy, Allen Hoffman, Christian Hoheb, Jean Holloway, 
David Ionno, Shubhada Kambli, Mary LaChance, Gary LeBeau, Byron 
Lester, Diane Lewis, Maureen Magnan, Jacqueline Mandyck, Dominic 
M. Pane, Bhupen Patel, Pasquale J. Salemi, Raymond Sweezy, Alvin 
Taylor, Calixto Torres, Richard W. Vicino and James Woulfe (28) 

 
Absent: Commissioner Michael Maniscalco, Alphonse Marotta, Jon Petoskey 

and New Britain Special Representative Michael Carrier (4) 
Also 
Present: Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel  
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk  
Steve Bonafonte, Assistant District Counsel 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Sue Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology 
Tom Tyler, Director of Facilities  
Nick Salemi, Communications Administrator 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer  
Victoria S. Escoriza, Executive Assistant  
Julie Price, Professional Level Trainee 
David Silverstone, Independent Consumer Advocate  
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 

The meeting was called to order by District Chairman DiBella at 5:30 PM 
 

ROLL CALL AND QUORUM 
 

The District Clerk called the roll and informed the Chairman that a quorum of the 
Commission was present, and the meeting was declared a legal meeting of the 
District Board of The Metropolitan District of Hartford County, Connecticut. 
 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly seconded, the 
meeting minutes of February 8, 2021 were approved. 
Commissioner Drake abstained. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS  
 

No one from the public appeared to be heard.  
 
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT CHAIRMAN 
 

The District Chairman did not deliver a report. 
 
 

REPORT FROM CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
 

Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer, discussed the James Randazzo 
Scholarship at the University of Hartford, the AWWA awarding the MDC 
Communications Department for excellence in the industry, the Finance 
department policies and procedures, and Chief Financial Officer Chris 

Martin retiring later this month.  
 
 

REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNSEL  
 

District Counsel did not deliver a report. 
 
 

Without objection, agenda items #10 “Appointment of 
Commissioners to Committees” and #11 “Job Specification 
Changes” were taken up before agenda items #8 and #9. 

 
COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION 

APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS TO COMMITTEES 
 

 
To:  District Board       March 1, 2021 
 
From: Committee on Organization  
 
At a meeting of the Committee of Organization held on March 1, 2021, it was: 
 
Voted:   That the Committee on Organization recommend to the District Board 

appointment of the following Commissioners to the following 
Committees: 

 
Bureau of Public Works 
David Drake 
Bhupen Patel 

Water Bureau 
Peter Gardow 
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Personnel, Pension & Insurance  
Bhupen Patel 
 

Audit Committee 
Peter Gardow 

Committee on MDC Government 
Peter Gardow 
 

Farmington River Watershed 
Committee 
Bhupen Patel 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 

 
 

On motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly 
seconded, the report was received and resolution adopted by 

unanimous vote of those present. 
 

PERSONNEL, PENSION & INSURANCE 
JOB SPECIFICATION CHANGES 

 
To: District Board              March 1, 2021 
 
From: Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee  
 
 As the result of recent negotiations with our supervisory unit, we agreed to 
expand the functions of the Utility Maintenance Supervisor and the Senior Utility 
Maintenance Supervisor positions and to combine the functions of the Construction 
Services Supervisor position with the Utility Services Supervisor position to create 
one position (copy of Agreement is attached).  There are no recommendations to 
adjust the salary allocations of these positions. 
 
 These actions advance the usage of generic job series across operational 
units. 

Further, as a clarification of another existing position (Facility Maintainer 1), we 
are requesting that a valid driver’s license requirement be specified.  Again, there 
would be no recommendation for any salary allocation. 
 
Staff recommends that these job specification changes be endorsed. 
At a meeting of the Personnel, Pension and Insurance Committee on February 10, 
2021, it was: 
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VOTED: That the Personnel Pension and Insurance Committee recommend to 

the District Board passage of the following resolution: 
 
RESOLVED: That the Utility Maintenance Supervisor, the Senior Utility Maintenance 

Supervisor, the Construction Services Supervisor and the Facility 
Maintainer 1 job specifications be amended as reflected in the attached 
specifications with no change to the salary allocations. 
 

 
Respectfully Submitted,  

 
John S. Mirtle, Esq. 
District Clerk 
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On motion made by Commissioner Taylor and duly seconded, 
the report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous 

vote of those present. 
 

HARTFORD LANDFILL 
 
Christopher Stone, District Counsel, provided a status update on negotiations with CT 
DEEP over unpaid charges from the Hartford Landfill.  
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

 
At 6:37 P.M., Chairman DiBella requested an executive session to discuss agenda 
item #8 “Hartford Landfill” and agenda item #9 “Cybersecurity Update.”  

 
On a motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly seconded, 
the District Board entered into a joint executive session to discuss 
the pending litigation related to the Hartford landfill and a 
Cybersecurity update. 

 
 Those in attendance during the executive session: 
  

Commissioners Andrew Adil, John Avedisian, Clifford Avery Buell, 
Richard Bush, Donald Currey, William A. DiBella, David Drake, Peter 
Gardow, James Healy, Allen Hoffman, Christian Hoheb, Jean Holloway, 
David Ionno, Mary LaChance, Gary LeBeau, Byron Lester, Diane 
Lewis, Maureen Magnan, Jacqueline Mandyck, Dominic M. Pane, 
Bhupen Patel, Pasquale J. Salemi, Raymond Sweezy, Alvin Taylor, 
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Calixto Torres, Richard W. Vicino and James Woulfe; Chief Executive 
Officer Scott W. Jellison; District Counsel Christopher Stone and  
Assistant District Counsel John Mirtle; Chief Administrative Officer Kelly 
Shane; Chief Operating Officer Christopher Levesque; Chief Financial 
Officer Christopher Martin; Director of Facilities Tom Tyler.  

 
Commissioner Kambli recused herself from the executive session 

discussion on the Hartford Landfill. 
 

At 7:29 PM, Commissioner Kambli, Director of Information 
Technology Robert Schwarm, and Attorney Steve Bonafonte 

entered the executive session for discussion on agenda item #9 
“Cybersecurity Update.”  

 
RECONVENE  

 
At 8:22 P.M., Chairman DiBella requested to come out of executive session and on 
motion made by Commissioner Magnan and duly seconded, the District Board came 
out of executive session and reconvened. No formal action was taken. 
 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS & QUESTIONS 
 
Commissioner Sweezy discussed moving ahead on meetings with town and state 
representatives to discuss the Hartford Landfill issue. 
 
Commissioner Currey asked why non-member towns are allowed to apply for the 
University of Hartford James Randazzo Scholarship. He also asked the CEO and 
Chairman about the legislature’s focus on the MDC and asked whether there is other 
negative reactions against similar water companies such as CT Water, Aquarion, 
Regional Water and others, or if the MDC is being targeted. 
 
Commissioner Taylor inquired about the status of the MDC intern program.  
 
Commissioner LeBeau stated that communication with town councilors should 
increase. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:41 PM 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
John S. Mirtle, Esq.      __________________ 
District Clerk       Date of Approval 
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