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THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING 
125 Maxim Road 

Hartford, Connecticut 06114 
Wednesday, November 16, 2020 

 
Present: Commissioners Peter Gardow, Allen Hoffman, Dominic M. Pane, 

Pasquale J. Salemi, James Woulfe and Chairman DiBella; Citizen 
Member Awet Tsegai 

 
Also 
Present: Scott Jellison, Chief Executive Officer 

Christopher Stone, District Counsel 
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk 
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer 
Kelly Shane, Chief Administrative Officer 
Christopher Martin, Chief Financial Officer 
Sue Negrelli, Director of Engineering  
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology  
Lisa Remsen, Manager of Budget and Analysis 
Nefertere Whittingham, Financial Analyst 
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer  
David Silverstone, Independent Consumer Advocate  
 

 
The public hearing was called to order by District Chairman DiBella at 5:30 PM 

 
Chairman DiBella read the following statement: 

 
“This is a public hearing of The Metropolitan District.  The District Board will receive 
public input on the proposed 2021 budget for The Metropolitan District, Water & 
Sewer Rates, and Revisions to Ordinances.” 

“On October 23, 2020, the 2021 proposed budget was made publicly available and 
posted on www.themdc.org.  At its October 5th 2020 meeting, the District Board 
referred the proposed budget to the Board of Finance.  A final decision on the 2021 
proposed budget, rates and ordinances has yet to be made.  The District Board will 
consider and approve a final budget at its December 7, 2020 public meeting, and will 
take into account what is said at this hearing.”  

 

John Mirtle, District Clerk, read the following into the record: 

The following hearing notice was published in the Hartford Courant on November 6, 
2020 and again on November 12, 2020; and the notice was filed, for public 

http://www.themdc.org/


THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION              November 16, 2020   149 
 
 
inspection, in the office of the town clerk in each municipality that is a member town 
of The Metropolitan District. 
 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
OF THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT 

PROPOSED 2021 BUDGET, WATER & SEWER RATES AND  
REVISIONS TO ORDINANCES  

The Metropolitan District, 555 Main Street, Hartford, Connecticut 
 
Pursuant to Special Act 01-3, as adopted by the General Assembly of the State of 
Connecticut, and Section 2-14 of the Compiled Charter of The Metropolitan District 
(“District”), the District will hold a public hearing on the proposed fiscal year 2021 
budget, water and sewer rates, and revisions to the District’s Ordinances.  The 
hearing will be held at the Metropolitan District Training Center, 125 Maxim Road, 
Hartford, Connecticut, on Monday, November 16, 2020 at 5:30p.m.   
 
Due to COVID-19, any attendees at the public hearing will be required to wear 
masks, adhere to social distancing and other safety protocols.  Anyone recently or 
currently experiencing COVID-19 related symptoms (e.g. fever, cough or difficulty 
breathing) or has been in contact within the past 14 days with a person known to be 
infected with COVID-19 is prohibited from attending the hearing in person.  Members 
of the public that would like to participate remotely may call into the public hearing at 
(415) 655-0001 Access Code: 43808661#.  It is encouraged that anyone from the 
public wishing to submit public comment on the budget, rates or ordinances do so by 
submitting written comments to DistrictClerk@themdc.com prior to the hearing.  
Comments received in advance of the public hearing will be available to District 
Commissioners during the public hearing and incorporated into the record.  
Submitting written comments does not prevent any member of the public from also 
making oral comment during the hearing. 
 
The proposed fiscal year 2021 budget, rates and ordinance revisions are available for 
public inspection at www.themdc.org/budget or by request to 
DistrictClerk@themdc.com. Proposed changes to the following sections of the 
Ordinances will be considered: 
 
WATER SUPPLY ORDINANCES: 
§ W1a   “WATER USED CHARGE (TREATED WATER)” 
§ W1f  “SURCHARGE OUTSIDE THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT FOR 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS” 

mailto:DistrictClerk@themdc.com
http://www.themdc.org/budget
mailto:DistrictClerk@themdc.com
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§ W2d  “ALL WATER METERED” 
§ W2g  “LOCATION OF WATER METER” 
§ W2h  “CHARGE FOR METER BOXES AND PITS” 
§ W5k “SPECIFICATIONS FOR DIRECTIONAL BORING OF WATER 

SERVICES & MAINS” (NEW) 
§ W6f   “CHARGES FOR PRIVATE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE” 
§ W7g  “VIOLATION OF ORDINANCES, PENALTIES” 
§ W7l “VEHICLE OPERATION ON PREMISES OF THE METROPOLITAN 

DISTRICT” 
 
SEWER ORDINANCES: 
§ S2e  “WASTES EXCLUDED FROM ALL SEWERS” 
§ S3w  “SPECIFICATION FOR PIPE BURSTING HOUSE CONNECTIONS 
AND SEWERS” (NEW) 
§ S12d  “VOLUME OF SEWAGE DISCHARGED” 
§ S12l  “BILLING SEWER USER CHARGE” 
 
GENERAL ORDINANCES: 
§ G6a    “GENERAL” 
 
All interested parties from The Metropolitan District’s member municipalities may 
appear to be heard. 

 
John S. Mirtle, Esq.   
District Clerk 

 
John Mirtle, District Clerk, read the public hearing guidelines and updated 
attendees on proposed amendments to some budget related resolutions based 
on the recent motions passed at the last Board of Finance meeting. 
 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

Mayor Marcia LeClerc of East Hartford, thanked the MDC for revisiting the 
funding of Riverfront Recapture Inc in the proposed 2021 budget.  

 
 

Judy Allen, as representative of Save Our Water Connecticut, summarized the 
following written comments: 
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Judy Allen, of West Hartford, made the following public comments: 

 
 

11/16/2020 
 
Regarding the Proposed Budget and Water and Sewer Rates for 2021 
 
 
I am submitting these comments as a customer of the MDC and not representing any 
organization. 
 
I want to thank the staff for responding to my questions about the budget ahead of 
this public hearing. The responses were very helpful. 
 
There was one I still have questions about. I wasn’t asking about long term plans for 
water projects included in the CIP plan.  I am questioning what kind of plan exists for 
keeping water rates down.   
 
Last year and this, a chart comparing MDC water rates with other water utilities 
around the state was used in budget presentations.  Slide 7 of the Board of Finance 
Budget Workshop on Sept. 29th, compares MDC with Regional Water Authority for 
the past 5 years. Each year the MDC’s rates are lower that Regional’s.  But those 
numbers reveal an important trend. 
 
From 2016 to 2020 MDC’s rates increased a total of $1.31 while Regional’s increase 
during this same time period was a total of 72 cents.  In just the past 2 years MDC’s 
water rate increased 83 cents.  If this trend continues, MDC will overtake Regional’s 
water rate soon and will no longer be the cheapest rate in the state. 
 
Regional Water has a forward looking plan. They face many of the same challenges 
as the MDC. 
 
You spent a lot of time and money figuring out how to keep the Clean Water Project 
charges down with a plan that stretches out 40 years.  There’s no reason you can’t 
develop something similar for the water rates, if only for 5 years. 
 
Judy Allen 
West Hartford 
 

 
 

David Silverstone, Independent Consumer Advocate, read from the following 
written comments: 
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Mike Zaleski, CEO of Riverfront Recapture Inc, thanked the MDC 
Commissioners for their proposed funding of the Riverfront Recapture in the 
2021 Budget. 

 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
  The public hearing was adjourned at 5:48 P.M. 
 
  ATTEST: 
 
  John S. Mirtle, Esq.    __________________ 
  District Clerk        Date of Approval 
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