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BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS
BUREAU OF PUBLIC WORKS
The Metropolitan District
555 Main Street, Hartford
Monday, February 3, 2020
Present:

Commissioners Andrew Adil, Donald Currey, Allen Hoffman, Maureen
Magnan, Alphonse Marotta, Dominic Pane, Bhupen Patel, Raymond
Sweezy, Alvin Taylor, Richard W. Vicino and District Chairman William
DiBella (11)

Absent:

Commissioners John Avedisian, James Healy and Byron Lester (3)

Also
Present:

Commissioner Avery Buell
Commissioner David Ionno
Commissioner Gary LeBeau
Commissioner Jacqueline Mandyck
Commissioner Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer
Christopher Martin, Chief Financial Officer
Christopher Stone, Assistant District Counsel
Steve Bonafonte, Assistant District Counsel
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk
Christopher Levesque, Chief Operating Officer
Robert Schwarm, Director of Information Technology
Robert Zaik, Director of Human Resources
Nick Salemi, Communications Administrator
Julie McLaughlin, Communications Administrator
Phil Schenck, CDM
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer
Victoria S. Escoriza, Executive Assistant
CALL TO ORDER

Assistant District Counsel Christopher R. Stone called the meeting to order at 3:01 PM.
ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON
Assistant District Counsel Christopher R. Stone called for the election of the
Chairperson. Commissioner Adil placed Commissioner Richard Vicino’s name in nomination,
Commissioner Hoffman seconded the nomination.
There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed. Commissioner
Vicino was elected Chairperson of the Bureau of Public Works for 2020 and 2021. Chairman
Vicino assumed the Chair and thanked the Bureau of Public Works.
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ELECTION OF VICE CHAIRPERSON

Chairman Vicino called for the election of the Vice Chairperson. Commissioner Magnan
placed Commissioner Allen Hoffman’s name in nomination, and the nomination was duly
seconded.
There being no further nominations, the nominations were closed. Commissioner Allen
Hoffman was elected Vice Chairperson of the Bureau of Public Works for 2020 and 2021.
PUBLIC COMMENTS RELATIVE TO AGENDA ITEMS
David Silverstone, Independent Consumer advocate, submitted the following written
comments:
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Judy Allen of West Hartford submitted the following written comments:
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Paula Jones of Bloomfield submitted the following written comments:
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Valerie Rossetti of Bloomfield spoke in opposition of the economic development rate and
submitted the following written comments:
Board members and Commissioners:
I am speaking in opposition to the proposed discounts for MDC’s CWP charge for water use
over 500,000 gallons/day through a single meter. CWP charges have always been
implemented in a uniform way in order to fund the Clean Water Project and remediate MDC’s
sewage overflows into the CT River. They have always been billed based upon water
utilization for customers without their own septic systems. There has been no discount based
upon whether that water goes to irrigate farmland or gardens or lawns or golf courses and
never enters MDC sewers. In these cases, water at least flows back into our watersheds. This
proposal affords discounts to ONE high volume water user transporting water in bottles out of
our watersheds by trucks. Not only do MDC customers without septic systems pay into the
fund in order to protect our major river and Long Island Sound, the citizens of CT- through
Clean Water bonds- have paid millions upon millions of dollars into the project, perhaps close
to 50% of the project’s cost to date. They use no MDC water or sewers, but support the
environmental goal of a clean CT River and a viable Long Island Sound. On November 23,
2015, MDC provided a water capacity analysis to Niagara in which it plainly stated the policy of
the MDC to bill “a special sewer service charge based on the ccf of METERED WATER
CONSUMPTION”…..just like every other MDC customer using sewers. It also added that
“since Niagara will be paying for sewer discharge via the high sewer flow charge, the MDC will
provide a refund for the portion of the annual property taxes paid to the town for sewer
charges”. Could you provide for us the rebate Niagara is already receiving for its sewer use unlike any of the town residents paying through their property taxes for MDC’s ad valorem.?
This proposal does NOT meet the standard of rate equity, which is espoused by your own
American Water Works Association. It is designed to directly elicit increased water
consumption by one high-volume water user which already profits off the water infrastructure
which CT residents and MDC rate payers have paid for over decades. That one user-Niagarahas already received generous tax abatements from local property owners. In addition, our
state will be paying millions of dollars to repave roads burdened by water heavy tanker trucks,
each of which is equivalent to 5500 cars as well as paying to remediate millions of single use
plastic bottles polluting landfills and rivers or languishing in recycling streams that China no
longer wants. We have heard in the past that you are MDC Commissioners- that it’s not your
job to police plastics in the environment or make decisions about what consumers want or
don’t. Neither is it your job to vote to unfairly subsidize a select industry’s use of CT’s Class A
water resources.
Valerie Rossetti
88 Kenmore Rd
Bloomfield, CT 06002

Beth Kerrigan of West Hartford spoke in opposition of the economic development rate.
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APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES
On motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly seconded, the meeting
minutes of November 25, 2019 were approved. Commissioners Patel and
Magnan abstained.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT RATE FOR THE CLEAN WATER PROJECT CHARGE
f/k/a SPECIAL SEWER SERVICE CHARGE
To:

Bureau of Public Works for Consideration on February 3, 2020

At a meeting of the Committee on Revenues on January 8, 2020, the Committee
recommended to the District Board the passage of an economic development rate for the
water used charge (§ W1a) and special sewer service charge (§ S12x).
It is RECOMMENDED that it be:
Voted:

That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board the following:

Resolved:

That the District Board approve the following economic development rate for the
special sewer service charge (§ S12x)

SEC. S12x SPECIAL SEWER SERVICE CHARGE FOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
TO THE SEWERAGE SYSTEM
a.) For customers of The Metropolitan District who utilize the District sewer system and are
furnished water directly by The Metropolitan District there shall be a special sewer service
charge at rates established annually through the budget approval process as set forth in
Chapter 3 of the Charter of The Metropolitan District. Except as provided in subsection
S12x(b), S12x(c) and S12(d) said rates shall be uniformly applied to, and be proportional to
the quantity of water used by, the affected customers.
b.) Notwithstanding the foregoing, The Metropolitan District may, through its annual budget,
allow for a reduction in the special sewer service charge otherwise payable by owners of
commercial or industrial properties in the event said properties, and the commercial or
industrial operations located thereon, are serviced, in whole or in part, by an on-site
wastewater collection, treatment, and disposal system that does not discharge into the
sanitary sewage system of The Metropolitan District. The amount of said reduction shall be
based upon the sewer usage metered and reported pursuant to Section S12e and
determined by the Board of Commissioners of The Metropolitan District during its annual
budget approval process for any ensuing year.
c.) Customers subject to the provisions of this Section12x, other than customers subject to
Subsection S12x(b) above, shall be subject to the special sewer service charge as follows:
1) for the first 20,050 24,060 hundred cubic feet of water consumed from a single water
meter per month, the special sewer service charge shall be assessed at the rate
established by The Metropolitan District against each one hundred cubic feet of water
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consumed; and 2) for all water consumed in excess of 20,050 24,060 hundred cubic feet
per month from a single water meter, the special sewer service charge shall be assessed at
such rate against each one hundred cubic feet of sewer flow generated by the water used
in excess of 20,050 24,060 hundred cubic feet per month metered at a location approved
by the Metropolitan District. This excess sewer flow shall be calculated via the proportion
of sewage discharged to water consumed for the month, with this proportion applied to the
volume of water consumed in excess of 20,050 24,060 hundred cubic feet per month and
billed pursuant to Section S12f. The special sewer service charge assessed pursuant to
this subsection shall be billed monthly.
d.) The proceeds from the special sewer service charge, as aforesaid, shall be used
exclusively for capital costs associated with any and all measures necessary to comply with
a certain consent decree executed by and between The Metropolitan District and the
United States Environmental Protection Agency in a case filed on August 15, 2006 in the
United States District court for the District of Connecticut captioned United States of
America and State of Connecticut vs. The Metropolitan District of Hartford, Connecticut and
a certain consent order executed by and between The Metropolitan District and the State of
Connecticut relating to the reduction of nitrogen discharged from District Wastewater
Treatment Facilities as required by State of Connecticut Department of Environmental
Protection Nitrogen General Permit issued December 21, 2005, as such decree and order
may be amended from time to time, and specifically for payment of capital expenditures in
connection with compliance with the decree or order, or payment of debt service on
indebtedness of The District incurred for purposes of funding expenditures in connection
with compliance with such decree and order. For this purpose “indebtedness” shall mean
bonds, notes and other loans and obligations, including, without limitation, State of
Connecticut Clean Water Fund loans and “Debt service” shall mean any obligation that
would constitute “debt service” if incurred with respect to bonds issued under the special
obligation indenture of trust, dated June 1, 2013, between The District and U.S. Bank
National Association, as trustee, as amended and supplemented from time to time, as the
term “debt service” is used in such indenture, whether or not such obligation is incurred
with respect to indebtedness under such indenture.
e.) The special sewer service charge shall appear separately on the water bills of the District
and shall be due and payable at the same time as the water bills are due and payable.
Collection and payment of such charge shall be subject to and in accordance with sections
S12m, S12n, and S12o of this part.
Respectfully submitted,

Scott W. Jellison
Chief Executive Officer
Commissioner Pane moved to amend the resolution, as shown above in
blue text. The amendment was adopted by majority vote. Commissioner
Magnan opposed the amendment.
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On motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly seconded, the report
was received and the resolution, as amended, adopted by majority vote of
those present. Commissioners Currey, Magnan and Vicino opposed.
REQUEST OF CONNECTICUT LIGHT & POWER d/b/a EVERSOURCE FOR AN
EASEMENT OVER DISTRICT PROPERTY LOCATED AT 231-255 BRAINARD RD,
HARTFORD
To:

Bureau of Public Works for Consideration on February 3, 2020

As you know, the Clean Water Project (CWP) includes extensive improvements at the Hartford
Water Pollution Control Facility (HWPCF) on Brainard Road and a deep rock tunnel running
from West Hartford to the HWPCF. At the tunnel terminus point, the District is also installing a
large pump station designed to pump tunnel flows up from approximately 200 feet below
ground to the surface for conveyance to the expanded treatment facility at the HWPCF. As you
can expect, the District’s electric power needs for the pump station and ancillary facilities are
significant.
Staff has been working with The Connecticut Light & Power Co., doing business as
Eversource (“Eversource”), to provide the necessary easements to Eversource for the
following purposes:
1. Allow Eversource to distribute power to the billboards on MDC property;
2. Memorialize the relocation of their high voltage ductbank across the property; and
3. Provide for the location of their switchgear which feeds the new tunnel pump station.
The affected District properties include those properties commonly referred to as 231-255
Brainard Road, Hartford. The easements in question are for the benefit of the District, and
have been located so as to compliment and enable, rather than interfere with, District
infrastructure.
The easements are set forth in the attached and incorporated exhibit.
It is RECOMMENDED that it be:
Voted:

That the Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board the following:

Resolved:

That the Metropolitan Bureau of Public Works recommends to the District Board
that the Board, in furtherance of the Clean Water Project, authorize the
Chairman, or his designee, to execute any and all documents, in form and
substance approved by District Counsel, reasonably necessary to convey the
described easements as set forth in the attached exhibit, to Eversource.
Respectfully submitted,

Scott W. Jellison
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On motion made by Commissioner Sweezy and duly seconded, the
report was received and resolution adopted by unanimous vote of
those present.

UPDATED ON HARTFORD LANDFILL DECLARATORY JUDGMENT ACTION
Assistant District Counsel Christopher R. Stone gave an update on the Hartford Landfill
Declaratory Judgment

OPPORTUNITY FOR GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS
Judy Allen of West Hartford voiced concerns about the economic development rate and
suggested a Charter change.
Valerie Rossetti of Bloomfield spoke regarding drought mandated limitations and the MDC’s
water supply plan.
Paula Jones of Bloomfield spoke about the eligibility of the economic development rate and the
Bloomfield Council’s endorsement of Integrated Planning.
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Beth Kerrigan of West Hartford suggested giving incentive to small users and discussed
ineligibility of the economic development rate for customers with multiple meters.
Alex Rodriguez of West Hartford spoke regarding water supply, public trust and green
infrastructure plans.
Deborah Levine of West Hartford suggested finding more creative solutions for a broader
range of customers and spoke about a recycling crisis.
COMMISSIONER QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS
Commissioner Sweezy spoke in favor of the economic development rate because he
understands the drastic need for revenue. He stated that it will benefit every member town,
and will help small users by lowering water rates.
Commissioner Adil suggested that customers go to the legislature to voice their concerns
about plastic and recycling initiatives.
Commissioner Patel spoke regarding market conditions of water.
Commissioner Taylor spoke in favor of the economic development rate and stated that Niagara
Bottling is providing jobs and benefits to a member town community. He also spoke regarding
the amount of water discharged into the Farmington River each day.
Commissioner Vicino asked for an update on backflow prevention devises at a future meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 4:32 PM
ATTEST:
John S. Mirtle
District Clerk

_________________
Date of Approval

