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BOARD OF FINANCE
Public Hearing
555 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut 06103
Monday, November 19, 2018
PRESENT:

Commissioners Luis Caban, Donald Currey, Allen Hoffman and Pasquale
J. Salemi; Citizen Member Ron Angelo and Linda King-Corbin (6)

ABSENT:

Citizen Members Ram Aberasturia (1)

ALSO
PRESENT: Commissioner John Avedisian
Commissioner Avery Buell
Commissioner Gary LeBeau
Commissioner Maureen Magnan
Commissioner Whit Osgood
Commissioner Domenic Pane
Commissioner Bhupen Patel
Commissioner Raymond Sweezy
Scott W. Jellison, Chief Executive Officer
John M. Zinzarella, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Business Services
R. Bartley Halloran, District Counsel
Christopher Stone, Assistant District Counsel
John S. Mirtle, District Clerk
Lisa Remsen, Financial Analyst
Karyn Blaise, Controller
Kerry E. Martin, Assistant to the Chief Executive Officer
Carrie Blardo, Assistant to the Chief Operating Officer
Victoria Escoriza, Executive Assistant
David Silverstone, Consumer Advocate
Commissioner Pasquale J. Salemi acting as chairman, called the public
hearing to order at 5:06 PM
Commissioner Pasquale J. Salemi made the following statement:
“This is a public hearing by The Metropolitan District’s Board of Finance. The
Board of Finance will receive public input on the proposed 2019 budget for The
Metropolitan District.”
“On November 2, 2018, the 2019 proposed budget was posted on
www.themdc.org and distributed to member municipalities’ town clerks. At its
November 7th meeting, the District Board referred the proposed budget to the
Board of Finance. A final decision on the 2019 proposed budget has yet to be
made. The District Board will consider and approve a final budget at its
December 10, 2018 public meeting, and will take into account what is said at this
hearing.”
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John S. Mirtle, District Clerk, read the following into the record:
The following hearing notice was published in the Hartford Courant on
November 8, 2018 and again on November 16, 2018; and the notice was filed,
for public inspection, in the office of the town clerk in each municipality that is a
member town of The Metropolitan District.
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
THE METROPOLITAN DISTRICT
BOARD OF FINANCE
PROPOSED 2019 BUDGET AND RATES
The Metropolitan District
555 Main Street
Hartford, Connecticut
The Board of Finance of The Metropolitan District will hold a public hearing on
the proposed fiscal year 2019 budget and rates. The hearing will be held in the
Board Room at Metropolitan District Headquarters, 555 Main Street, Hartford,
Connecticut, on Monday, November 19, 2018 at 5:00p.m.
The proposed fiscal year 2019 budget and rates are available for inspection at
the Office of the District Clerk of The Metropolitan District, 555 Main Street,
Hartford and www.themdc.org/budget.
All interested parties from The Metropolitan District’s member municipalities may
appear to be heard.
John S. Mirtle, Esq.
District Clerk
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mayor Shari Cantor of West Hartford spoke and submitted the following written
statement:
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State Representative Derek Slap spoke in support of Mayor Cantor’s statement
and support for water as a public trust. He also stated concern about the economic
development rate that is being proposed.
Bloomfield Town Councilman David Mann spoke in opposition to large volume
discounts and stated his agreement with Mayor Cantor’s statement.
State Representative Matt Lesser of the 9th District commented that he has heard
a lot of opposition to rate increases and ad valorem tax increases from his constituents.
Brad Klein, of Bloomfield, spoke in opposition of an economic development rate.
He also expressed concern about the MDC Charter being out of date and supports a
statewide coordination of policy regarding water.
Judy Allen, of West Hartford, spoke in opposition to continued increases to water
rates and ad valorem tax each year and the proposed economic development rate. She
also spoke in opposition to the Park River discharges deadline extension.
Paula Jones, of Bloomfield, spoke in support of the MDC removing the economic
development rate from the proposed 2019 Budget. She also spoke in support of Charter
revisions. She expressed thanks for the Operation Fuel assistance fund.
Alicea Charmut, of the Connecticut River Conservancy, spoke supporting full
communication by the MDC to the public about the LTCP so that they can understand
the benefit.
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Karen Hatcher, of Windsor, spoke in opposition to the high volume discount.
Val Rossetti, of Bloomfield, and Save Our Water CT spoke in opposition of high
volume discounts continually being proposed. She also spoke in support of water
conservation due to recent reports that South Central Connecticut may face shortages
in the near future.
Tolli Miller, of Bloomfield, read the following statement from Margaret Miner of
the Rivers Alliance of Connecticut:
I write on behalf of Rivers Alliance of Connecticut to express dismay that
the MDC is contemplating renewing the outdated practice of offering
discounts to high-volume water customers and sewage-service
customers. The MDC was not closely involved in the development of the
State Water Plan, but certainly the utility is aware that conservation of
high-quality water is a planning priority. There are various rate structures
that reward conservation and/or discourage high-volume use. To sustain
the resource, please adopt a conservation approach to your rate
structure.
Of course, you also know that Rivers Alliance believes that when a utility
is so desperate to move “product” that it is seeking new and large
customers far and wide, and offering generous discounts, then here is no
reason it should not be honoring its responsibilities to the natural waters
of the state. Even if you do not see a responsibility to maintain freeflowing natural waters as far as possible, think of streams as the green
infrastructure of water supply in Connecticut. We are not so water rich
that we can safely continue to take more water from the environment than
is necessary to meet true needs. Thank you for your consideration.
Hannah Roditi, of Bloomfield, spoke in opposition to the proposed high volume
user discounts and concern that corporate interests are being considered before
citizens.
Mark Saunders, of Bloomfield, spoke in support of water conservation.
Alex Rodriguez, of West Hartford, spoke in opposition to the proposed
discounted water rates to high volume users. He also spoke in support of water
conservancy and protecting our most valuable resource.
Paul Milne, of Wethersfield, spoke in support of environmental protection and
sewage separation that is currently practiced. He also suggested sewage treatment
before going into the Connecticut River.
Independent Consumer Advocate David Silverstone submitted the following
written statement:
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ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 6:07 PM
ATTEST:

John S. Mirtle, Esq.
District Clerk

_________________
Date of Approval

